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* THE 


FIRST LETTER 


F RI E N P. 


Doubt not, Sir, but you are ſenſible 

how much religion is decayed in 
this corrupt and ſinful age; men gene\ 
rally forget God and caſt his laws behind 
their back; they neglect their ſouls; they 
mind only earthly things, and are little 
concerned, if ſo be they can live here 
at eaſe and in plenty, hat become of 
them in the world to come. The great 
things propoſed to us in the goſpel have 
little or no effect upon them: they do 
not much regard either his promiſes or 
his threatnings : in ſpight of all he does 
or ſays to them, they hold on their way, 
and continue in their ſinful courſes, and 
> will not by any means be reclaimed. 
They ſerve divers Juſts and pleaſures, 
and purſue their carnal and wordly pro» 


| * 


1 
jects and deſigns, and live and die in 
their ſins. | 

You may likeways have obſerved, 
that even the greater part of the better 
ſort of men amongſt us, on whom the 
goſpel hath had ſome effect, and who can - 
not be judged to be deſtitute of the fear 
of God, and of a ſincere deſire to pleaſe 
him, and to grow in Grace and in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jeſus, and to 
advance themſelves in conformity to 
the holy nature and will of God, and 
ſo appear to be very much concerned 
for their well-being in the world to 
come: yet come very little ſpeed and 
make no great progreſs in grace and 
knowledge. 

It is too palpable and evident, how ve- 
ry defective many ſuch are ſtill in grace 
and knowledge, and how much they are 
conform to the world, in the temper of 
their minds and in the courſe of their 
lives, and how much they are ſtill tainted 
with the vices, which ſo much abound 
in this corrupt age, 

Such as are godly and wiſe, cannot 
but obſerve how little the far greater part 


of thoſe, who ſeem to be very ſerious 
and diligent in the purſuit of eternal 
life and bleſſedneſs, and working out 
their ſalvation, do profit; and what 
ſmall progreſs they make in the way to 
life; how deſective they ſtill continue 
to be in grace and goodneſs, and in 
knowledge and in a right underſtanding 
of thoſe things, which are propoſed to 
us in the goſpel; and at how great a 
diſtance they are from that degree of 
chriſtian perfection, which many have at- 
tained, and which they themſelves might 
have reached. They carefully attend all 
meetings for publick worſhip; they pray 
in ſecret and in their families, they read 
the holy ſcriptures, and not a few read 
other good books; they expreſs no little 
zeal for what they take to be truth, and 
are very much concerned for the intereſt 
of God and religion; they are very zeal · 
ous againſt the ſcandalous fins of others, 
and their errours in matters of religion ; 
yet, notwithſtanding it is too viſible, that 
many of them continue weak in know- 
ledge, worlely, covetous, and too much 
given to gratiſie their corrupt appetites 
"i Ih 
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Some of them are proud and high mind- 
ed, opinionative and ſelf willed, turbu- 
lent, and contentious, inhumane and 
uncourtzous, fierce and ſurly, p iſſio- 
nate and furious, diſſatisfied and diſcon- 
tent with the condition in which the di- 
vine providence hath placed them, 

Too many do not take heed to their 
words and actions: they accuſtom them- 
ſelves 10 cenſure others, and to ſpeak 
evil of them, eſpecially if they differ 
from them in their way and ſentiments ; 
very often on ſlender grounds they take 
vp a reproach againſt their neighbour, 
and carry it up and down among thoſe 
of their way; and tho' they carefully 
avoid more notorious ſcandals; yet 
they are not unblameable in their deal- 
ing, but too often, uſe fraud and deceit 
therein. Too many ia the:r tryals and 
troubles expreſs no great patience and 
ſubmiſſion to God: they deeply reſent 
the injuries, which are done to them by 
men; and ate too prone to avenge them- 
ſelves, when it is in their power to do 
it. Yea there are ſome, it is to be feared, 
who ate impatient even of a juſt check 
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andrebuke. You may, Sir, have obſerved 
thoſe and many other like faults among 
ſuch people, which are very diſagreeable 
to the laws preſcribed to us in the goſpel. 
And as they appear to be low ig grace, 
ſo they continue very defective in the 
knowledge of divine things and in a 
right underſtanding of the goſpel. They 
bear many fermons, and not a few go 
hither and thither to hear ſuch preach- 
ers as are eſteemed, yet they profit little, 
and are not much advanced in the know- 
ledge of the truth Not a few of them 
do indeed learn a ſet of words and phra- 
ſes, and can talk no little about matters 
of religion, and are ready enough to diſ- 
pute and wrangle ther-anent ; but they 
ſeem never theleſs to be far enough from 
ſolid knowledge and a more through 
underſtanding and right perception 
thereof. I know there are ſome, who 
think that religion does now flouriſh 
at a high rate among us: all good and 
wiſe men would much rejoyce, if it were 


ſo well with us; but I make no doubt, 


but that ſuch perſons, if at any time 
they became wiſer, will find that they 
A 3 
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were much miſtaken, 
The ſenſe which I had of the ſmall 
E which the better ſort of people 
jake in grace and knowledge, moved 
me to think what it might be, which 
did ſo much obſtruct their growth there- 
in, and what might be the proper cauſe 
for advancing ourſelves therein. I now 
intend togive an account of my thoughts 
threanent to you, that wherein I have 
been miſtaken, I may be inſtructed by 
you, who it is like, has conſidered theſe 
things more fully, and whoſe thoughts 
concerning them may be more mature 
and diſtinct. 
I am ſure that it is the command of 
our bleſſed Lord and Saviour, that we 
content not our ſelves with a low de- 
orce and meaſure of grace and knows 
ledge ; but that we alpire to higher de- 
grees tiercot, while he ſays. Math. u. 
* 48. Be ye perfect even as your father 
* who is in heayea is perfect.“ and the a» 
3 Peter having warned Chriſtians 
2. Pet. iii, 18. that there ſhould ariſe 
© falſe prophets and ſeducers, who would 
bring in damnable doctrines; and ſcot- 
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fers and mockers, who would make reli- 
gion the ſubject of their ſport and drol- 
lery, he wills them to grow in grace, 
© and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
* Saviour Jeſus Chriſt.” And indeed the 
defect of a right underſtanding of the 
doctrine ot the goſpel, and the corrupt 
inclinations, luſts and paſhons of men, 
being the inlets to all the pernicious 
and deſtcuctive errours, which abound 
ſo much; there is no ſuch effectuall an- 
tidote again(t ſuch errours as growth in 
grace and knowledge. We cannot ex- 
pect in this preſent life, wherein we are 
till ſo defective in grace and knowledge, 
to be fiee from all errors and miſtakes 
in matters ol religion; notwithſtanding, 
if we grow in grace and in the knowledge 
of our Lord and Saviour, we ſhall not, 
without doubt, be led away with the ers 
ror of the wicked, 

zelide the wrong which men do to 
their ſou!s, by their unconcetnedneſs to 
grow in grace and in the knowledge of 
our Lord ſeſus, and the litile care, 
which they beſtow for that effe&t; where- 


as they might gloriſie God by bringing 
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forth much fruit, and adorn the goſpel 
thereby, they do no little diſſervice to 
God and religion by their licentious- 
neſs, their bad behaviour, and their miſ- 
underſtanding the goſpel. Wicked men, 
through their malice and injuſtice, take 
occaſion from the faults and vices o 
ſuch as pretend to a great Zeal and con- 
cernedneſs for religion, and are looked 
upon as religious perſons, to detraR 
from our holy religion, to ſpeak evil o 
it, and to reproach it; they impute the 
faults of ſuch perſons to their religion, 
and ſo through them, God is diſhonour-W 
ed and bis name blaſphemed. 
I come now to tell you my thoughts 
about the hinderances of the growth o 
grace, and alſo what ſeems to me th 
proper courſe for advancing therein, and 
thereafter, if this be not drawn to to 
great a length, I ſhall tell you what I 
think doth molt hinder the progreſs off 
men in this age in the knowledge o 
divine thinps, and after what manne 
they may advance in it. | 
1. There are a great many, who 
tho' they pretend to have no little reſſi 
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pet for God and religion, are but mere 
ypocrites. They have been moved, that 
they might reſcue themſelves from the 
challenges and reproaches of their own 
onſciences for neglecting their ſouls, 
for having little or no regard for their 
verlaſting ſtate in the world to come. 
And that they might entertain in their 
inds the hope of deliverance from the 
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trag wrath that is coming, and of eternal life 
il ond bleſſedneſs ; or have been excited 
e thel hy the proſpe of gain and reputation 


and of advancing their worldly intereſts, 
to abandon many of their ſinful ways 
and courſes, and to take on a great pro- 
eſton of religion, who not withſtanding 
ere never truely converted and turned 
o God. They forſake many of their ſinſul 
* LE and practices, and take on a fair 
» too Hrofeſſion of religion: they enter them- 
hat IRelves into the godly party, they expreſs a 
great concernedneis, and ſeem forward 
and zealous for the intereſt of God and 
religion; they make fair ſhews of reſpect 
or God, and would be taken for his ſin- 
ere diſciples and followers ; but they did 
never lincerely join themſelves to the 
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Lord; and did not indeed come into je- 
ſus,and take his yoke upon them and give 
up themſelves to him to be taught, and 
guided, ruled and governed, faſhioned 
and formed by him: they return but not 
to the moſt high, for all their fair profeſs 
ſion they continue ſtill the ſervants and 
ſlaves of their luſts and paſſions. Such 
perſons are often very careful in atten- 
ding the ſolemnities for worſhip, and in 
all the external offices of piety, carry 
and behave as thoſe who are truely Gods 
ly, and often more officious therein, 
than thoſe do, who being more intent on 
the inward part of fuch ſervices, ſeem 
more cold in the outward performances 
thereof, There are not few ſuch perſons 
in all ages, and without doubt a great 
many in this age, who make a great deal 
of noiſe with their religion ; they draw 
near to God with their outward man, 
but their heart is far from him. They 
haunt the ſolemn meetings, Iſay Iviii. 1, 
2. and fit befure God as his people doz 
they feem very deſirous io know his will, 
they take delight in approaching to him, 
yet they are reſolved to do their own will, 
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and have no mind to be ruled by him, 
or to be under his government. Their 
fair profeſſion of reſpe& for Jeſus will 
not avail them: they may ſerve their 
own ends for a time thereby, but they 
are more criminal, and lyable to more 
ſevere puniſhment. While they call him 
Lord, Lord, but do not his will, he will 
not take them for his friends, but will 
treat them as his enemies. While they 
pretend to a great deal of piety and zeal 
for God, by their unjuſt and covetous 
practices, and ſuch other enormities, as 
the light of nature does diſallow and 
condemn, they bring a reproach upon 
our holy religion, and through them the 
name of God and his doftrine is blaſ- 
phemed. Theſe people cannot grow in 
grace, being as yet quite deſtitute of it. 
They cannot advance in the way to life, 
being yet in the way to Hell & Death, 
Can a man, as ovr Saviour faith, Math. 
* xvi. 13. gather grapes of thorns, or 
© figs of thiſtles?“ a corrupt tree cannot 
bring forth good fruit. they may grow 
worle and worſe: but they cannot ad- 
vance ia grace and chriſlian vertues, un- 
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till they become other men, and the 
nature be quite changed. Before th 
can grow in grace, they muſt be cut off 
from the old ſtock, and muſt be grafted if 
to the true vine, and vitally united ther 
unto ; they mult ſincerely repent an 
turn to God, and give up themſelve 
to him, to be no more their own. bu 
his; and muſt ſubject themſelves to hi 
laws, they muſt come to Jeſus and tak 
his yoke on them and become his ſincer 
diſciples and followers. 

2. I doubt not but you have hear 
diverſe complaining of their unbelief 
and challenging themſelves as guilty q; 
that crime; becauſe of their doubts co 
cerning their intereſt in Chriſt, and i 
the gracious promiſes made to us i 
the goſpel. This their doubtfulne 
concerning their intereſt in Chriſt, b 
whatſocver other name it is to be callec 
is not properly the ſin of unbelief; ſin 
their doubts are not concerning the ttut 
of any divine teſtimony ; but only con 
cerning their own fincerity in the pe 
forming the terms on which we com 
to have intereſt in him: but it is to 
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feared that there is ſome thing much worſe 
than this in too many, to wit a latent 
infidelity and unbelief, Their faith and 
aſſent unto the truth of the goſpel is 
veak, they have not that full aſſurance of 
its truth, which is requiſite for confirm · 
ing them againſt all temptations, and 
for ſupporting them under the many try- 
alls, with which they meet, and for ani- 
ating them to go on reſolutely in the 
ay of life, and to advance therein. 
heir faith is not quite overturned ; 
yet it is much ſhaken and weakned by 
he boldneſs and confidence of ſcoffers 
and mockers, who make all revealed re- 
igion the ſubject of their ſcorn and 
aillery, by the many bitter contentions 
ind animoſities, which ſo much abound 
on the account of religion, and by the 
oo palpable neglect of the known and 
ncontraverted laws of the goſpel, which 
appear among too many, who pretend 
ono little zeal for God and religion, in 
uch inſtances, wherein their carnal and 
orldly intereſt are concerned, by their 
upoeſtions of their own unmortified 
ults, and by ſuch other things, and thus 
B 


the 
th 
ut of 
ted! 
ther 
t ant 
ſelve 
2. bu 
to hi 
} tak 
incer 


hear! 
belief 
ilty e 
s co 
ind 1 
us 1 
ulne 
ſt, b 
called 
; (inc 
ettut 
y con 
3e pe 
com 
1 


E 

they remain in ſome meaſure doubtful of 
the truth of the goſpel. While their faith 
doth in this manner ſtagger, they have 
an exceſſive regard for the things of this 
life, they conſult their gain, eaſe and 
pleaſure, and do eagerly purfue their 
worldly intereſt, and they become lack 
and remiſs in the purſuit of chriſtian 
perfection: and their endeavours after 
growth in grace, are quite blunted, and 
cannot but continue ſo, untill it pleaſe 
God by bleſſing their due uſe of means, 
proper for that effect, to confirm and 
ſtabliſh them in the faith of the goſpel. 

Without all doubt, if we would grow 
in grace, we mult give all care to confirm 
our minds in the faith and in the belief 
of the truth of the goſpel. The doctrine 
contained therein is the only ſolid foun- 
dation, upon which all grace, and 
chriſtian vertues are founded; on it we 
may build up our ſelves, it being alone 
able to ſuport the building. On it the 
whole ſpiritual edifice is founded. The 
firm aſſent of the mind to the truth of 
the goſpel, is the root from which all ſo- 
lid vertue and grace grows, When qur 
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faith and the belief of its truth are 
ſtaggered, our growth is obſtructed, tho” 
our faith be prevalent, yet any doubt or 
heſitancy about the truth of the goſpel, 
doth much blunt our endeavours to grow 
in grace, and does much abate our cou» 
rage and reſolution for that effect. Tho 
the doctrine which is taught in the goſ- 
pel, be in it ſelf ſit and ſufficient for 
building us up; yet if our aſſent to its 
truth be but weak, and if we be doubt - 
ful of it, it can have no great or power - 
ful influence on us. Since God gives it 
unto men to believe, we are to pray with 
that man in the goſpel, *© I believe help 
* thou my unbelief. Mark ix. 24. and 
with the apoſtles, © Lord increaſe our 
Faith.“ We {hould not hearken to any 
ſuggeſtion by which we may be tempred to 
infidelity and unbelief; but ſhould reject 
all ſuch with abhorrence and deteſtation, 
and ſhould endeavour to fix in our minds 
ſuch evidences as we may have of the 
truth of the goſpel that we may be con- 
firmed and ſtabliſned in the faith; and 
we are to pray that the ſpirit of faith by 
which we may be inclined to believe the 
B 2 
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goſpel, and whereby our minds may be 
enlightened to ſee and perceive the many 
| clear evidences, whereby God hath mani- 
1 felicd its truth unto men. Such as the ap- 
| titude and ſuitableneſs of the doctrine 
Wi contained therein, for reparing the image 
| of God in us, for curing all the diſtempers 
| and diſeaſes of human nature, for ſupport» 
ing and comforting us under the many 
0 | troubles and cajamities to which we are 
1 expoſed in this life, and for the reſcuing 
1 us from the fear of death, ſor which the 
4 philoſphers and wiſe men of the world, 
| tho' they did, earnellly endeavour it, 
could find nothing of ſufficient force and 
efficacy. Such are the manyfold atteſtati- 
ons of the divine providence, whereby 
God hath ſignally owned the goſpel ; the 
4 many miracles wrought by Chriſt himſelf, 
1 | by his apoſtles and the primitive chriſti- 
5 ans, for confirming the doctrine contain- 
„ ed therein; the reſurrection of jeſus from 
the dead; its wonderful propagation, . 
by the miniſtry of a few mean men, deſti- 

tute of worldly power, wealth, learn- | 
ing and eloquence ; . while the powers of 
tlie world, the ſage politicians, and the 
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earned philoſophers did fiercely oppoſe 


it : its ſafe conveyance down to us in 


nir theſe laſt ages, notwithſtanding the ma- 
"P” ice of men and devils, by the ſure teſti- 
ine mony of many thouſands of all ranks. 
age WSuch are alſo the many and mighty ef- 


fects, which it hath produced in the ſouls | 
of men in all ages, ſince it was firſt pub- 
ny med, and which it (till produces at this, 
are Win not a few, who have the witneſs in 
ng Nl themſelves. It is I ſuppoſe, evident that 


the Wit is neceſſiry that we believe the Coſpel 
1d, only, and that, without aſſurance of its 
it truth, we cannot grow in grace or make 
nd any conſiderable progreſs therein, and 
ati» 


that we are therefore to be very careful 
by to maintain it in our minds. 

3. But tho' men believe the goſpel 
and aſſent to its truth, yet they may 
li- profit little, and make no great progreſs 
in true chriſtianity. I ſuppoſe the better 
om ſort, who are religiouſly diſpoſed do not 
N, doubt of its truth, eſpecially ſuch as have 
ti- ¶ not had occaſion of con verſe with mock- 
ers and (corners, and who th:ouph the 
care and merciful providence of God have- 
he been preſerved from temptations tending. 
B 3 
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to unbelief and infidelity. Tho? thoſe per- 
ſons believe the goſpel, and do not call its 
truth in queſtion; nor entertain any doubt 
concerning the truth of the doctrine con- 
tained therein: tho? they believe the ar- 
ticles of the chriſtian faith, and have no 
doubt of the truth and certainty of the 
promiſes and threatnings of the goſpel 
which areableto build us up, yet they do 
not grow thereby. They do not ſufficient- 
ly conſider or meditate on thoſe, tho' they 
know and believe them, but lay them 
alide, and impriſon them in their minds, 
and take no time and leaſure for conſi- 
dering them, and ſo do in a manner wich- 
draw themſelves from feeling the force 
and efficacy, and the powerful influence 
and operation thereof, So ſoon as they 
ſeem to themſelves to underſtand theſe 
things ſufficiently; they do no more mind 
them, ſo that they are not much the bet- 
ter for knowing and believing them. The 
minds of molt, even the better ſort of 
men, are (lil! ſo earthly and carnal, ſo vain 
an4 trifling, ſo dull and ſtupid, that it 
is uncaly to them to apply themſelves 
to the meditation and conſideration of 
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thoſe things propoſed to us in the goſpel: 
moſt men are ſo entangled with other 
cares and affairs, and they proſecute their 
worldly projects and deſigns with ſo great 
earneſtneſs, and ſuch application ofmind, 
that they cannot find the leaſure and free- 
dom of mind for conſidering thoſe things; 
other thoughts do ſo fill their minds, 
that there is no room left therein for 
thoſe better thoughts. Few ſeem to be 
ſenſible enough how neceſſary it is, if they 
would profit and grow in grace, that 
they often withdraw themſelves from 
company and buſineſs, that they may 
with due application of mind conſider 
the things which. are propoſed to us 
in the goſpel, for -awakening in us an 
hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs, 
and for animating us to aſpire to higher 
degrees of prace and chriſtian virtue. 
men for the moſt part are averſe trom 
ſolitude and retirement from buſineſs 
and company, which yet is. ſo neceſſary 
and uſeful, when wiſely ard diſcreetly 
managed]; and this their averſion is con- 
firmed, whilſt their guides and teachers 
fearing leſt they ſhould ſeem to countenace 
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and approve the monaſtick life, do no 


further urge it, than for ſecret prayer 


and reading the holy ſcriptures, and for 


ſelf examination on ſome ſpecial occaſi- 
ons. ſuch as are religiouſly dilpoſed, ſeem 
indeed deſirous to hear theſe things repre- 
ſented to them in ſermons, and ſome read 
good books, wherein theſe things are 
handled; but the profit they reap there- 
by comes to little: the impreſſions, 
which are wrought on them by ſuch tran- 


ſient views, do ſoon wear off and quite 


evaniſh, if they be not maintained and 
ſupported by frequent conſideration, 
And indeed it is not to be expected, 
that ont can make great pregrels in true 
chriſtianity, unleſs he apply himſelf to 
the ſerious meditation of the great ar- 
ticles of our rel.g'on, and of the many 
gracious promiſes made to the penitent 
in the goipel, and the ſevere threatnings 
denounced againſt the obſtinate and im- 
penirent, It 1s not a paſſing view of thoſe 
things that can have any laſting effect 
upon us. We mult ſet them before our 
eyes and repreſent them to our ſelves, 
and wich fixed application of our minds 
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thereunto, and bring them near to us by 
thinking on them: we muſt duely pon» 
der and conſider them, Theſe great things 
which alone can ſupport this ſpiritual 
edifice, can have no great effect on us, 
unleſs we apply our minds often there- 
unto, and bring them near to us by 
thinking on them, and conſidering them, 
On thoſe we are often to meditate with 
great ſeriouſneſs, not only that they thus 
become more throughly known to us, 
but that we may feel their power and 
efficacy, and may be influenced by them 
and that we may taſte them, and feed 
and feaſt upon them, and may grow there» 
by. If we intend to advance our ſelves in 
the way to life, and to grow in grace, we 
mult frequently withdraw our felves 
from buſineſs and company, and ſhut- 
ting out all other thoughts and cares, 
take time and leaſure for repreſenting to 
our ſelves the great things revealed to us 
in the ſcriptures ; ſuch as the creation 
cf the world, the ſinful and miſerable ſtate 
of mankind now ſince the fall of our firſt 
parents ; the love of God in ſending his 
only begotten ſon into the world, that 
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whoſoever believes in him might not 
periſh, but have everlaſting life, The 
love of Jeſus in aſſuming our nature, 
and in becoming obedient even unto the 
death of the croſs, that he might procure 
us peace and pardon, and might bring 
us to God; his victory over death and 
the grave; his aſcension to heaven; his 
glorious ſtate there; his interceſſion for 
his people; and his return to judge the 
world at the laſt day. The many graci- 
ous promiſes he hath made, and the great 
aſſurances he hath given us of his im- 
mutable purpoſe to beltow grace and 
glory, and withhold no good from them, 
who cometo Jeſus and ſubject themſelves 


to him, who take his yoke on them and 


become his faithful diſciples z the dread- 
ful threatuings he hath denounced againſt 
obſtinate and impenitent ſinners; the 
laſt judgment, the everlaſting bleſſedneſs 
of the righteous,and the eternal torments 
which abide the wicked in the world 
to come. By the ſerious meditation and 
due conſideration of thoſe and ſuch like 
things, ltrength and vigor, fpirit and life 
are conveyed into the ſouls of men, 
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thereby we may he excited and animated 
in ſpite, of the relucta ney of our corrupt 
nature, and of the influence which the 
perverſe ſentiments and the corrupt 
courſes, of the greater part of men, may 
have upon us, to devote and give up our 
ſelves to God to follow him and live un- 
to him; and may be inſpired with ſin- 
cere and firm reſolutions to live holy 
and religious lives, 

Theſe are the great and powerful mo- 
tivesand arguments, which are held forth 
to us in the goſpel ; theſe we are to weigh 
and conſider that we may be thereby mo- 
ved to adhere unto God and to be faith- 
ful to Jeſus unto the death and may be 
ſtrengthned and confiimed againſt all 
temptations tending to withdraw us from 
our duty and allegiance to him, and en- 
abled to make haſt and ſpeed in the way 
to life and bleſſedneſs. While we neglect 
to conſider theſe, we become lack and 
remiſs ; and theſe through our negle& 
of them, looſe their force and efficacy 
on us, our reſolution to follow God is 
blunted and we fit up, and make little or 


. 
no progreſs in the way, and cannot grow 
in grace. 

4 But tho? they do firmly believe the 
truth of the goſpel and know and care- 
fully conſider the great articles of our 
religion; and the many forcible motives 
and arguments, which are held forth to 
us, ſo that they are moved and perſwa- 
ded thereby to reſolve to reform and a- 
mend whatſover they find to be amiſs in 
the temper of their minds and in the 
courſe of their lives, and to give all care 
that they may advance themſelves in piety 
and may grow in grace, yet our growth 
cannot be much furthered thereby, un- 
leſs we have fixed in our mind a juſt 
form, and a clear and more full and com- 
pleat Idea of true chriſtianity, and of a 
truely chriſtian life, ſpirit and temper, 
Tho' by the due conſideration of the 
things contained in the goſpel there be 
wrought in us ſincere and firm purpoſes 
and reſolutions to reform, yet we can- 
not think to profit, it we do not ſuffici- 
ently apprehend what manner of perſons 
we ſhould be, and do not know what are 
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the eſſential parts of true chriſtianity, 
and what are the vita] members of the 
new man formed after the image of Chriſt; 
what are the weightier matters of the 
law, and what are the great and neceſſary 
and indiſpenſible duties of a chriſtian 
life: without this knowledge we cannot 
aim aright, and know not whereunto 
we ſhould direct our endeavours. 

It is too evident that the Idea and 
form of chriſtian perfection and ofan emi- 
nent meaſure of grace, which too many 
have in this age in their minds, is partly 
falſe and partly defective. They ſeem 
quite to miſtake what true chriſtia- 
nity is, and wherein it conſiſts: they 
have not in their minds a true and com- 
pleat character of the chriſſian ſpirit and 
temper; neither do they ſufficiently 
know how we ſhould carry and behave 
in the world. You may obſerve that not 
a few take ſuch perſons as are careful in 
attending on the public ordinances, who 
pray in ſecret and in their families and 
read the holy ſcriptures, for very good 
chriſtians, if they do withall expreſs a 
great zeal and concernedneſs for their 
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peculiar notions and opinions, which 
they look upon, ſince they are opp: ſed 
and conttoverted, as the truths for wh ch 
they are obli ed to contend ; and if they 
have a preat ave tſion from thoſe who are 
not of their opinion, way, and party 
they look on thoſe perſons as eminent 
chriſtians, who beſides the former cha- 
rater, have a great gift of prayer, and 
great freedom in (pe:king to God, and 
pouring out their hearts before him, and 
who can ſpeak and talk p:omptly and 
fluently of divine things, eſpecially if 
they have ſome ſingular and ſublime no- 


tions, which are beyond the reach of the 


vulgar, and ate much weighted, as they 
ſpeak, and ch-nge the tone of their voice, 
when they expreſs their thoughts of di- 
vine things, Theſe ſeem to them to be 
excellent chriſtians, who can give a par- 
ticular account of the ſleps of their con- 
verſion, of the work of the law vpon 
them, of the effe&s of the ſpirit of bon- 
dage whichtte. have felt, and cf the ma- 
ny fore and great exerciſes under which 
they have been; and who can tell how 
they cloled with Chriil, and how many 
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and great doubts they have had about 
their intereſt in Chrilt, and what aſſurance 
they now have thereanent : theſe appear 
to them to be very eminent chriltians, 
who can talk of their communion with 
God, of the extraord nary vilits, and 
ſpecial favours they have received from 
him, and of the ſingular manifeſtations 
and communications of the divine 
goodnels with which they have been fa- 
voured, You have its like, obſerved 
that molt of the better ſort of people a- 
mong us ſeem to place almoſt the whole 
of chriſtianity in covenanting with God, 
in cloling with Chriſt, and relying oa 
him; they ſeem to think, when that is 
done all is done, which is required of us, 
It is true that all good chriſtians do joyn 
themſelves to the Lord, and give up 
themſelves to Jeſus, to be ruled and ſaved 
by him, and expect life and bleſſedneſs 
on his account; but if this their dead be 
not introductory to a holy and religious 
courſe of life, it ſignifies nothing. Un- 
leſs our mental tranſactions with God 
be attended with a due care to do his 
will and obey his laws, and to live righte- 
C 2 
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ouſly, ſoberly and godly in this preſent 
world, and unleſs we be ſtedſaſt in his co» 
venant, we may be ſure that our hearts 
are not right with him, in whatſoever 
manner we have tranſacted with him, 
It may ſcem ſtrange, ſince it is ſa plainly 
told us in the holy ſcriptures what man- 
ner of perſons we ſhould be, that ſo many 
who read the ſcriptures are ſo much miſ- 
taken in a matter of ſo great importance, 
and that they do to tenacioully adhere to 
their miſtakes. 

This ſeems not ſo much to be impu- 
ted to the weakneſs of their underſtand- 
ing, as to the neglect of impartial and 
due conſideration of what they read 
therein, and to the prejudices by which 
their minds are not a little perverted, but 
chiefly to the (ſecret but powerful influ- 
ence of their lults and paſſions and of 
their corrupt inclinations, tho' they are 
not aware of it, and perceive it not; 
while finding that ſuch a lame and falſe 
character of true chriſti inity and religion 
is conſiſlent with the ways which they 
have cholen for proſecuting their carnal 
and worldly proj:&s and deſigns, they 


E 
are unwilling to quite it, they hold it faſt 
and maintain it. It is to be feared that 
ſome paſtors contribute not a little, to 
the diffuling and ſupporting ſuch wrong 
notions of religion among people, while 
they infiit ſo much in repreſenting to 
them the neceſſty of diligent attendance 
on the ordina::ces, and of a due care for 
avoiding errours and u ſound opin'ons 
in matters of religion, of zeal for the 
truth, and of mental tranſactions, cove- 
nanting and cloſing with Chritt; but do 
not ſo much repreſent to them the neceſ- 
ſuy of obedience to the laws of [cſus, of 
r:ghteouſnels and honelty in all our d: als 
ing, of an 1wful regard for God, of a due 
c:re to keep his commandments, and an 
intire ſubmitlion to his will and compli- 
ance with it, of cherte, mercy, puri y, 
patience, meekn-{s. peageableneſs, humi- 
lity and ſuch other graces and virtues, 
which ſeſus hath ſpecial;y recommend d 
to us by his precepts and example. and 
which were ſo conſpicuous in the primi- 
tive chriſtians, 

Thefe miltakes about true chriſtiani- 
ty, its true form and nature, keep them 
GC 3 
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ſtill very low and defective chriſtians, Te 
is therefore neceſſary, if we would grow 
in grace and advance in vertue, that we 
beſtow due care to have deeply ſunk and 
impreſſed on our minds a great ſenſe of 
what we ſhould be, and that we endea- 
vour to fix therein a clear and exact 
knowledge of true chriſtianity, and a 
juſt form and copy of a perfect man in 
Chriſt Jeſus. This copy is not to be taken 
from that which appears from the temper 
and lives of even the moſt eminent pro- 
ſeſſors and pretenders to picty in the age 
in which we live, but we are to take it 
from the laws and precepts of God, 
which are preſcribed to us for this effect, 
that the image of God, which is ſo much 
defaced in us may be repaired; from 
the diſcovery which is made to us by the 
holy evangeliſts, of theſe excellent vir- 
tues, which ſhined forth ſo brightly in 
the molt holy life and death of our b.efſed 
Saviour, and from the charatters of 
godly and religious men contained in the 
{criptures. From thele we may fuliy learn 
what manner of perſons we ought to be, 
There we may find a ſull deſcription of 
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the truely christian ſpirit, temper and 
life. There we ſhall find a lively faith, a 
vigorous hope, a fervent charity, piety 
towards God, trult and confidence in 
him, a due fear and reverence for him, 
an intire ſubmiſſion to him in all his diſ- 
penſations, compliance with his will in 
all things; ſincere, conſtant, and univer- 
ſal obedience, and repentance from dead 
works. There we may find charity to- 
wards all men, even ſuch as our enemies, 
and do hate and perſecute us; mercy, pi- 
ty and compaſſion towards the poor and 
afflicted, readineſs to do all t e good of- 
fices we can to our neigh ours, to forgive 
ſuch as wrong us, upright and righteous 
dealing with others, ſelf denyal, hamility, 
mort fication of our luſts and paſſions, 
meek neſs, patience, contentedneſs in 
every ſtate and condition, fortitude and 
conſtancy, ſobriety, temperance, purity, 
h avenly-mindedneſs, contempt of the 
worlds pomp and vanties, due ſubmil- 
bon to all in authority, peaceableneſs 
and a great care to avoid a | ſtrife and 
contention ; gentle eſs, kindnels, faith- 
fulneſs in periorming our word and 
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promiſe; candour, ſincerity and Godly 
lim plicity, a great ſcn'e of the tin and 
miſery ot mankind, of which every one 
hach fo large a thare ; the :arneſt expec» 
tation of the le and bleſſedneſs to come, 
Thele and whatſo-ver elle belongs to a 
perfect man in Chrut Jeſus are to be 
found there. The juſt character of a 
chriitian p+ifeciivn. which we arc toco- 
py cut from the üer pures into our 
minds, is with great cire to be iwpreiied 
and fixed therein, that no hngt) of time 
may wear it ot, and that other cares 
and bufgeis may not induce an obl: vis 
on of it, 29d that th: COr!UPt MN 1%1MS$ 
and talſe opinions, which pa's lo cur. 
rent in the world, and the bad uure 
ſ-s of molt men may not imp f upon 
vs, and ſo far influence us us to blor it 
out of our minds in u hole or in part, 
We are to endeavour with te greateſt 
care to preſerve it inte and whole by 
the ſame means by which we obtained 
i, and to ſupply ind fill vp what may e 
ſtl wanting and detective 1n :t, and are 
olten to nelieci upon it, that we may 
form and faſhion ouriclv.cs by it, 
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And indeed this idea form and cha- 
rater of true and chriſtian perfection 
which is ſo neceſſary for our growth in 
grace, tho? it be ſettled and fixed in our 
minds, can be of little uſe and beneſit to 
us, if we do not endeavour to form the 
temper of our minds, and to reform our 
ves by it, when we have it in our 
minds, and know in ſome meaſure 
what manner of perſons we ſhould 
be, we ſhould often recolle& and gather 
in our minds from all things without 
us, and about us, and to reflect ſeri - 
ouſly on our hearts and lives that we 
may come to perceive and to know our 
corrupt inclinations, and the ſinful mo- 
tions of our fleſhly natures, and may diſ- 
cern the wrong ſt-ps of our life and 
converlation, and may, thus fee at bow 
great a dillance we are from what we 
ſhould be, and how very unlike we are 
to that idea and form of perfection, which 
is in our minds. We cannot exp ct that 
we ſho:11 grow in grace, unleſs we 
know ourſelves well and be throughly 
acquainted with ourſelves, we mult 
know our own detects and wants, the 
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many diſorders of our ſouls, and the 
wrong ſteps of our lives. 

1 00 many beſtow very little care to 
know themielves well, and to find out 
what is to be reformed in them: they are 
ſeldom at the leiſure, and do not often 
find the freedom, which is neceſſary 
for turning their minds inwards, that 
th y may reflect on ad conſider their 
thoughts and the other motions of their 
fouls : they ſeldom are at the rtrouvle to 
examine themſelves, to ſea:ch and try 
their ways and to reflect on their doings, 
Thus it comes to piſs thit they are 
not ſenſible of their faults, errors and 
wanderings, and do not perceive what is 
amils in them: they have little or no 
ſenſe of their many defects and imperfec- 
tions, neither do they diſcern how cor- 
rupt they ſtill are, and how many their 
diltempers are, and ſo ſee not what need 
there is of reformation and amendment; 
they do ſo much intangle themſelves 
with impertinent cares and affairs, or 
ſuffer themſelves to be over charged 
with their neceſſary boſineſs, through 
their excellive concernedneſs about them, 
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that they can ſeldom find the freedom 
for refleting on themſelves. They find 
it not a little difficult and uneaſy to re- 
coll: & their minds, and to take them off 
from all other things. and to ſearch and 
pry into the dark ſceret and hidden cor- 
ners of their hearts ; and ther-fore they 
ſhif th- trouble of it, ſo muchas they 
can. There is in the corrupt nature of 
man a great averſion from whatſoever is 
poi ful and uneaſy to the fleſh, a ſoft- 
neſs and love of eaſe, which together 
with the opinion, that perfection is not 
attainable in this preſent life, that the 
leaſt meaſure of true grace puts them be- 
vond the hazard of loſing the glorious 
pr ze propoſed to us in the goſpel, does 
prompt men to ſpare themſelves the pain 
and trouble, which to them ſeem not ſo 
n:cellary. and can be as they think, to 
no preat purpoſe, 

But we mult, if we intend to grow in 
grace and advance ourſelves in true 
chriſtianity, often reflect on ourſelves, 
and mult look inward to the motions 
of our ſouls: we mult ſearch and try 
our ways; Which it we do, we ſhall 
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without doubt perceive the workings 
and effects of pride, covetouſneſs, vo- 
luptouſneſs, diſcontent, impatience, an- 
ger, revenge, and of our other luſts and 
paſſions, and ſhall ſee not a few diſorders 
in our lives: we ſhall find many things 
within us, and not a few in our conver- 
ſation, which it is n«edfull to reform 
and amend : we ſhall ſee many deſects, 
which are to be ſupplied, and it may be 
not a few good things, which are to be 
ſtrengthened, confirmed and increaſed, 
In taking a ſerious view of ourſelves and 
of our actions, we ſhall find that we are 
very corrupt, we ſhall ſee many and 
great deformities in us, and many things 
diſagreable to that form and idea of true 
chriſtianity, which we have in our 
minds, When we have taken the moſt 
exact view we can of ourſelves; we 
are to be far from thinking that we 
know all, which is to be reformed and 
amended in us, but are to pray to God, 
that what we know not he may teach us, 
Job xxiv. 32. and that he may diſcover 
to us that which we not yet knows We 
are to take good heed that the vitious 
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qualities and actions of others, tho' they 
be in no ſmall eſteem and reputation 
for their piety, do not influence and 
move us to hide and cover our faults 
from our ſelves, or to palliate andexcuſe 
them, or to alleviate or extenuate them, 
or to overlook and neglect them. Whos» 
ſoever they be in whom we diſcern ſuch 
things, we are not to bear with them in 
our ſelves, but are to be reſtleſs and in- 
duſtrious in our endeavours to amend 
them. and for this effe& we are often 
to view, and to look upon and behold 
that beautiful picture of a perfect man, 
and that lovely and amiable form of true 
and chriſtian perfection preſented to us 
in the goſpel, and thence copicd out into 
our minds, that by beholding it we may 
be changed into the ſame image from 
glory to glory as by the ſpirit of the Lord. 
We are not only thus to reflect upon 
ourſelves at ſome rare and ſtated times 
andoccaſions and more ſolemnly ; but all 
along the courſe of our lives, whether 
we be in company, or about our buſineſs 
and ſecular affairs, It will not be unea- 
ſy to us to reflect in this manner on our 
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ſelves in following our buſineſs, or in 
converſing with others, if we keep our 
minds free and diſintereſted, and do not 
ſaffer ourſelves to be immerſed therein. 
We ſhould conſider this as the great bu- 
fineſs of our lives, and the moſt impor- 
tant affair we have to do to correct and 
amend whatſoever we find to be amiſs in 
ourſelves, to add what we find to be want- 
ing and deſicient, and to edify and build 
up our ſelves. We are cloſely to purſue 
this buſineſs, and are never to weary of 
it, or to give it over ſo long as we live, 
So crooked is our nature and we have 
ſo much corrupted ourſelves, that what- 
ſoever care and diligence we beſtow for 
this eſſect, we ſhall notwithſtanding ſo 
long as we live, be at a great diſtance 
from what we ſhould be, and ſhall find 
that there ſtill remains always much to 
te done, and that much of this buſineſs 
Coth ly ſtili on our hand. | 

6. Tho' we know in good meaſure 
hat manner of perſons we ſhovld be, 
ard have in our minds a more full and 
compleat form ard idea of chriſtian per- 
feclion, and do in ſome meaſure apply 


our ſelves to mould and faſhion ourſelves 
according to it, yet our progreſs will be 
much the (lower if we be not enamoured 
with that pattern, and puſhed forward by 
an ardent love to it, and an earneſt deſire 
to reſemble it, and if we be not moved 
and excited to hunger and thirſt after 
righteouſneſs, 

Too many, who do pretend to no 
little regard for God and religion, have 
no great deſire after the increaſe of grace 
in themſelves, While they mind ſuch 
other things, as the ſtation and circum» 
ſtances, in which the divine providence 
hath placed them, oblige them to look 
aſter, and go about their ſecular affairs, 
and apply themſelves to other cares, 
ſtudies and buſineſs, and converſing in 
the world, cannot but ſee and hear many 
things Which have a tendency to inſinu- 
ate into their minds a too great reſpct 
and an exceſſive regard for the vanities 
of this world, and for the things per- 
taining to the body, and to our outward 
ſtate and condition in this life; they are 
carnal and earthly, they affe& earthly 
things, and their hearts being too much 
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ſet on theſe things, they can have no 
great delire to grow in grace, Their 
ficſhly nature, having ſo ſtrong a propen- 
ſion to earthly things, ſuggeſts ſuch 
things to them, as tend to the abating and 
cooling the ferveney of their deſi res after 
theincreale of grace. Tho' they carefully 
attend the publick ordinances, and be- 
have with a great deal of outward reve- 
rence, and by their outward behaviour 
expreſs much love, yet their heart goeth 
alter their covetouſneſs, Eze. xxxiii. 31. 

There are others, who, tho' they have 
no great eſteem or love for earthly things, 
and do not ſo much look aſter theſe, yet 
they do not hunger and thirſt aſter righte- 
ouſneſs, and do not much apply them- 
ſelves to grow in grace. Theſe perſons 
do highly value, and do much affect ſpi- 
ritual gifts and ſuch things as attract the 
eyes of others, and may ſet them well 
off, and make them conſidered as men of 
a ſingular worth: ſuch as a great gift of 
prayer, profound knowledge of the chriſ- 
tian doctrine, ſublime notions, skill to 
expreſs their ſentiments in a fine dreſs, 
and ſuch other things, whereby they may 
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procure eſteem and honour from others, 
Some who are look'd upon, as having 
made no ſmall progreſs in chriſtianity 
value more peace of conſcience, aſſuran- 
ce of their intereſt in Chriſt and of their 
right to etet nal life and bleſſedneſs, com- 
fort and joy, rare and ſpecial favours and 
ſingular communications of the divine 
love and goodneſs: for theſe and ſuch 
like they have a great eſteem, theſe they 
covet and ſeek after, while in the mean 
time, they have no great eſteem for ſolid 
grace and virtue, and have no great deſire 
after the increaſe thereof, and do not 
beſtow great care in the purſuit of it. 

If we would grow in grace, and ad- 
vance towards true and chriſtian perfec- 
tion; we mult frequently repreſent to 
our ſelves ſuch things as are proper for 
ſharpening and enflaming our deſires af- 
ter the increaſe of grace, We are to 
conſider true grace as the image of God, 
and that the further we advance in con- 
forming ourſelves to the pattern and form 
of chriſtian perfection held forth to us in 
the goſpel, we become the more like un- 
to him and do more reſemble our bleſ- 
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ed Lord and Saviour, and do more bear 
bis image. We are to look on further 
progreſs in it as our glory, and as 
the true beauty and perfection of our 
nature, and as that which renders us the 
object of divine complacency, and which 
puts us in a nearercapacity for partaking 
of the more ſpecial communications of 
the divine favour and goodneſs, We are 
to conlider that ſuch perſons as are ad- 
vanced in grace, and have reached a great- 
er meaſure thereof are the proper ſubjects 
of peace and jov, and are molt capable of 
a well grounded hope and aſſurance of ob- 
taining eternal life, righteouſneſs, intro- 
ducing peace and joy of the holy Ghoſt 
into the ſoul. Theſe alſo who are more 
perſect, are more able to reſiſt the many 
temptations, to which we are expoſed in 
this ſinful life, and are more impregnable 
to the molt ſierce aſſaults and impreſſions 
of our ſpiritual enemies, and in ſpite of 
all alſaults made upon them for turning 
them off from the way of God, are more 
reſolute to continue faithful to him, and 
to adhere to truth and righteouſneſs ; 
they are allo more prompt and ready to 
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comply with and to ſubmit to the holy 
will oi God both in doing and fuffering, 
and do more glorifie God and adorn 
our holy religion, and are more fitted and 
diſpoſed for their removeal out of this 
wretched world, and are more meet for 
that glorious inheritance of the ſaints in 
light. By theſe and ſuch like conſiderati- 
ons we are to endeavour to excite and 
preſerve in our ſelves a fervent deſire to 
grow in grace: this we are the more 
concerned to do, becauſe ſuch a defire and 
a hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs is 
ſo necciTary for quickening our care and 
diligence in the purſuit thereof, We are 
to take heed to ourſelves, leſt not finding 
ſuch ſucceſs in our endeavours for the in- 
creaſe and growth of grace as we expect- 
ed, we be not diſcouraged, and our deſire 
to grow in grace fade, and conſequently 
our endeavours for that effect become 
faint and languid. 

7. We are to conſider the inordinate 
love of our ſelves, as that which doth 
moſt obſtruct our growth in grace, and 
are to apply ourſelves with the-greateſk 
care to free ourſelves from it, Fram this 
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root two too luxuriant branches do 
ſpring up, pride and ſenſuality, which 
quite choak all grace and vertue. It 
will require a great deal of care and ap- 
plication to reſcue ourſelves ſrom theſe, 
they are ſo deeply rooted in ſelf love, 
and are ſo fixed in the corrupt nature of 
man; but it mult be done, elſe we can- 
not expect that we ſhould grow in grace; 
grace cannot thrive, where theſe are not 
ſubdued and mortificd : it is on the ruin 
of theſe that grace grows. Pride doth 
quite indiſpoſe us for complying with 
the will of God; it hinders us from beha- 
ving as becomes us, both towards God 
and man; and men by it become of a 
temper, which is quite oppoſite to that 
ſpirit and temper, which the goſpel tends 
to form in us, It prompts men to ule 
what arts they can ſo to ſet off them» 
ſelves, that they may appear to be excel- 
lent above others, and to be Jooked up- 
on as perſons of a ſingular worth and 
eminence; it makes them earneſt in the 
purſuit of ſuch things as may render 
them conſiderable in the account of 0+ 
thers, and may purchaſe for them praiſe. 
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and eſteem, while in the mean time they 
neglect ſuch things as are ſolidly and 
ſubſtantially good, It makes theſe who 
are given to the purſuit of knowledge 
and Tearning, curious and bold into 
things which are not to be known by us, 
or being known, can be ot little or no 
uſe and benefit to us. It makes men ſtiff, 
tubborn, ſelfwilled, peremptory in their 
opinions, contentious, unpeaceable, cen- 
ſorious, ambitious, diſcontent with the 
ſtate and condition wherein the divine 
providence hath placed them, impatient 
of injuries whether real or fancied, and 
even of juſt reproofs, It prompts them to 
envy thoſe, who darken and obſcure them 
by their more excellent enduements, 
and to deſpiſe and to contemn others, 
whom they take to be their inferiours, 
Theſe and many other bad effects it hath 
which are altogether diſagreeable to the 
excellent rules and patterns, by which we 
are to form ourſelves. Senſuality, where 
it prevails in any meaſure, is no leſs an 
enemy to the growth of grace. It doth 
debaſe and depreſs and bow down the 
ſoul to ſuch things as are agreeable 10 
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the fleſh, and affixes it thereunto. By it 
the minds of men are averted from God, 
and from heavenly, ſpiritual and eter» 
nal things, which are not ſeen, and are 
not the objects of our ſenſes; and are 
ſet upon the things which are ſeen, and 
which are agreeable to our carnal and 
ſenſual appetites. It corrupts, perverts 


and blinds the minds of men, and moves 


them to eſtimate things not as they are 
in themſelves but as they are more or 
leſs ſuitable to their outward ſtate and 
condition in the world, or are more 
or leſs agreeable to their carnal appeti- 
tes and deſires; by it men are moved 
to mind earthly things, and to exceed in 
their reſpect and care for the body and 
outward man, and to make proviſion for 
the fleſh to fulfil its luſts, and to purſue 
with great earneſtneſs after plenty of 
worldy comforts and fleſhly pleaſures, 
and to uſe their outmoſt endeavour to 
purchaſe wealth and riches, which they 
would have at any rate. By it men havea 
great averſion from every thing whichis 
uneaſie, troubleſome or painful to them. 
Both theſe, pride and ſenſuality do quite 


_ 0 ws A££©% _ 2 — 


1 


a 4 


bs 5 ww © GO wc» 's © 0 UW wa= cw» WW &- - © 


. 


marr the image of God in us, being ſo 
oppoſit to it, and make us more reſemble 
a devil, and a beaſt, 

It is ſad tothink, how much the inor- 
dinate love of ſelf prevails in a great 
many people, who pretend to no little 
reſpect for God and his laws, You can- 
not bot obſerve how their paſſions riſe 
upon any ſlender provocation, if they be 
contradicted, or their will be croſſed, if 


any injury be oſſered or done to them, 


or if they ſuſtain any loſs. Not a few are 
given to covetous practiſes, and are not 
fair and honeſt in their bargains and tranſ- 
ations with others, and when they can 
without the hazard or loſs of their repu- 
tation, they cheat and deceive and over - 
reach their neighbours, Some do much 
pamper the fleſh, and tho? they avoid 
much exceſs in drinking, which would 
too much expoſe them, yet they love to 
feed and fare well, and to gratifie their 
catnal appetites, They affect to be high- 
ly eſteemed and honourcd, and take it 
ver / ill to be neglected and contemned. 
They are confident of the force of their 
dun underſtanding, and conclude that 
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all, who differ from them and oppoſe 
any of their ſentiments, do err, and are 
enemies to the truth, We ſee very many 
inſtances of the pride and ambition, co. 
vetousneſs and worldly mindedneſs, lux- 
ury and ſenſuality, anger and diſcontent, 
malice and bitterneſs, and of the other un- 
mortified luſts and paſſions, in ſuch per- 
ſons, Yet it is to be feared that they da not 
much notice theſe in themſelves ; but ra- 
ther palliat, extenuate and excuſe them 
as {ins of infirmity, to which the beſt are 
ſubject, and look on them as ſpots of the 
children of God, and bear too much 
with theſe in themſelves and indulge 
themſelves too much therein. many may 
be heard complaining of unbelief (by 
which as bath been already ſaid, moſt 
part underſtand their doubting about 
their intereſt in Chriſt, and in the bene- 
fits which he hath purchaſed) of the hard- 
neſs of their heart, of the wandering of 
their minds in prayer and hearing of ſer- 
mons, of their ſpiritual pride, as they 
call it on the account of their ſpiritual 
giſts, of their experiences and attainments 
and of ſuch like; but few ſe:m to have 
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any great ſenſe of the prevalency of eor- 
rupt ſelf-love, of their unruly paſſions 
and unmortified luſts. many beltow their 
religious care in purſuit of knowledge 
and in graſping at curious notions a- 
bout divine things, and in looking after 
ſions and evidences of their calling and 
election, that ſo they may reach aſſurance 
of ſalvation, and in aſpiring to ſuch ſpi- 
ritual piſts as are attainable in theſe lat. 
ter ages; but too few do much exerciſe 
themſelves in mortiſying the deeds of 
the body and in crucilying the fleſh with 
the aſſections and luſts thereof. Such as 
do not with due care endeavour to root 
out the corrupt love of (elf, and to advan» 
ce themſelves in felf denial, and to mor- 
tify their members, which are upon the 
earth, cannot reaſonably expect that they 
ſhall grow in grace: true grace cannot 
growwhere ſuch filthy and hurtful weeds 
are rank, and little or no care beſtowed 
topull them out, 

This inordinate love in ourſelves will 
fill prevail in us, and will ſtill obſtruct 
our progreſs in grace and chriſtian vertue, 
untill we know ourſelves more througk ; 
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ly, and have a great ſenſe of our preſent 
ſtate and condition deeply ſunk and fixed 
in our minds. For this effect we mult fre- 
quently and ſeriouſly reflect on our 
ſelves, and conſider what our thoughts, 
and inward motions of our ſouls, our 
words and actions have been and ſtill are, 
that we may clearly perceive and diſ- 
cern how corrupt and ſinful we are, how 
filthy and vile, how weak and fraile, 
how unſtable and inconſtant in our 
thoughts purpoſes and reſolutions, how 
poor and incigent, how barren and un- 
fruitful, how uſeleſs and unprofitable, 
how prone to do evil, and how flow to 
follow God to do his will, how mean and 
deſpicable we are on every account, 
Whoſoever doth wiſely and with due 
application reflect upon himſelf, on the 
temper of his mind and on his ways and 
actions will ſee innumerable inſtances, 
and ſure and certain proofs of his very 
great corruption and wickedneſs, folly 
and weaknels, and will look on it as a 
certain evidence of his extream weakneſs 
and corruption, that being ſuch he is yet 
capable ol being enamoured with himfelt, 
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and of being puffed up with pride and 


vanity, and can entertain and harbour in 
his mind an high opinion and conceit of 
himſelf, and ſeek to pleaſe himſelf. 

We are not to think it enough once 
end again thus to reſlect upon ourſelves, 
tho* there be ſuch a diſcovery made to 
us of ourſelves thereby, that we cannot, 
but in great meaſure loath and abhor our 
ſelves: for as he, who beholding his face 
in a glaſs, going his way firaight way 
torgetteth what manner of man he is, ſo 
we, almolt fo ſoon as we turn off our 
eyes from our ſelves and apply ourſelves 
to other buſineſs, loſe the view we had of 
ourſelves, it evaniſheth out of our ſight: 
we almoſt quite forget ourſelves, and are 
eaſiely blown up with pride on any ſlen- 
der occaſion. As we are often to take 
time and leiſure to refle& ſeriouſly on 
our ſelves, ſo we are (ſince we cannot on 
every occaſion, readily call to mind the 
many inſtances of our ſinfullneſs, corrup» 
tion, weakneſs and folly, which then are 
diſcovered and appear to us) to be care- 
ful co have ſome more remarkable inſtan- 
ces {0 laid up in our minds, that we may 
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have them in readineſs for checking our 
ſelves, whenſoever any motions of pride 
begin to ſtir in us. We are always to 
take good heed to our ſelves, leſt ſuch 
gifts wherewith God hath endued us, 
or any good deeds done by us, or our 
rank, ſtation, or outward condition in the 
world, or the eſteem or reſpect which o- 
thers expreſs ſor us, or our ſeeming to 
outſtrip others in any thing valuable, do 
not make us miſtake our ſclvcs and for- 
get how mean, vile and deſpicable we are, 
and fo ſtrengthen and confirm in us the 
inordinate love of our ſelves. If we have 
a due ſenſe of the glory and majeſty, of 
the purity and holineſs of God, we will 
find nothing more eſfectual for reſcuing 
us from the corrupt love of our ſelves, 
than to remember God and to think on 
his name, A more clear view of the 
glorious infinite and incomprehenſible 
perfections of God, would make us more 
throughly ſenſible of our nothingneſs, 
vileneſs, loathſomneſs and wretchedneſs, 
and would quite put us out of conceit 
with ourſelves, When a man ſees him- 
ſelf in the true light, he cannot be well 
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pleaſed with himſelf, but muſt be much 
out of love with himſelf, and even in 
ſome meaſure hate his life in this world; 
he can have no great mind to pleaſe him» 
ſelf, or to gratifie his corrupt inclinations 
and his ſenſual] and carnal appetite. The 
true knowledge of our ſelves and of all 
the things of this world, together with a 
due ſenſe of the frailty, brevity and un- 
certainty of this mortal life, and the lively 
apprehenſion of an eternity of unchange- 
able bliſs and happineſs, or of eternal 
wo and miſery in the world to come, 
which do certainly abide us, cannot but 
weaken and mortify the corrupt love of 
our ſelves, and our pride and ſenſuality, 
with innumerable evils procceding from 
them, We ſhould by the frequent and 
ſerious conlideration of the things of the 
world, which by the inconficer2tn-{s and 
blindneſs of men are generally ſo much 
valued, have the ſenſe of the vanity 
thereof deeply impreſſed on our minds, 
that we may not be impoſed upon by the 
words and deeds of almolt all men, which 
tend ſo much to inſinuate into our minds 
a great eſteem and paſſic nate regard 
E 3 
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For them. | 
8. As nothing does more obſtruct the 
growth of grace in us than the corrupt 
love of our ſelves, ſo nothing does more 
promote it, than a great and conſtant 
ſenſe of God, and a fervent and well 
tempered love for him. As the inordi- 
nate love of ourſelves is the root, whence 
all vices do ſpring up in us: ſo by ſuch 
a ſenſe of God and love for him all grace 
and chriitian vertue flouriſheth and a— 
bounds. Such a ſenſe of God and love for 
him, does wear out and conſume the core 
Tupt love of our ſelves, and the immo- 
derate love of the things of the worid and 
of all ſuch other things as do ſo much en- 
tangle us, Whoſoever would grow in 
grace and advance in chriſtian vertue, 
Mould endeavour to preſerve in his ſoul 
a due ſenſe of God and a fervent love 
for him, When a man by frequent and 
ſerious meditation on the glory, great- 
nels and majeſty of God, on his good- 
neſs and faithfulneſs, his purity and holi- 
neſs, his power and jultice, his omni- 
{cicnce and omnipreſence hath the name 
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that often through the day, when alone or 
in buſineſs and company he remembers 
Gad and thinks on him, and ſets him on 
all occaſions before his eyes, and con- 
ſiders him as a ſpectator of all his ways, 
he cannot but be very Attentive to all 
his thoughts, words and actions; he is 
thus excited and animated to improve all 
opportunities for proſiting and well do- 
ing and to reſiſt all temptations, 

A larger meaſure of love to God duely 
tempered with a great reverence for him, 
and a fear to diſpleaſe him, makes men 
willingly obedient to him even in ſuch 
inſtances from which their corrupt na- 
ture hath the greateſt averſion : it ex- 
erts itſelf in all ations which are truely 
good, and animates the acts of all other 
graces and yertues. It makes men to re- 
Joyce in working righteouſneſs, to de- 
light greatly in his commandements, and 
to bear patiently, and even to accept 
thankfully the chaſliſements which he is 
pleaſed to beſtow upon them. A great 
love to him mingled with a fear of his 
diſpleaſure makes men very deſirous and 
attentive to know the will of God, and 
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careful in doing it, and reſolute and 
courageous in reſiſting and repelling all 
temptations to diſobedience. 

It is to be feared that in this age there 
are too many, who are in no little eſteem 
and repute for their reſpect for God and 
religion, who notwithſtanding beltow no 
great care to preſerve in their minds a 
conſtant ſenie of God and a due fear and 
love for him. tho' they do make their 
addreſs and prayer to him at ſome ſtated 
times every day, yet their thoughts do 
ramble hither and thither through the 
reſt of thcir time, they do not retain him 
in their mind, nor ſet him before them; 
they do ſo entangle themſelves with o- 
ther cares, ſtudies and buſineſs, or let 
their minds go looſe in company and in 
their converſation with others, that they 
Lie the fight of God, and forget that his 
eye is upon them, and ſeldom recollect 
iheir minds to think on him. Their 
minds are fo trifjing, or they are ſo car» 
neit in the purſuit of their deſigns, or go 
about their buſineſs with ſuch applicati- 
on, ot are io charmed with che ir divertiſ- 
ments, that they do not call to mind 
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that all their ways are before him. And it 
is to be feared that too many are not care- 
ful to maintain in themſelves a due ſenſe 
of God, ſoit ſeems they beſtow no great 
care to keep themſelves in the love of 
God, and to cheriſh and foment in them» 
ſelves a fervent love for him. Tho' they 
wait duly on all the meetings for public 
worſhip, and pray to him in ſecret, and 
in their tamilies, and expreſs no little 
zeal for their opinions, and are much 
concerned for the intereſt of their party, 
and ſhew a great averſion from all noto- 
rious and ſcandalous fins, yet they ſeem 
to bevery deſective in love to God, while 
they do ſo much negle& and overlook 
ſuch of the precepts of God as do check 
their exorbitant deſires and thwart their 
carnal deſires and worldly projects and 
deſigns and while they ſeek their own 
things, and for gratifying their luſts and 
paſſions they adventure on ſuch prac- 
tices, as the law and light of nature does 
diſallow and condemn, whereby they ex- 
poſe religion to the ſcorn and raillery of 
mockers, and of ſuch as are enemies to 
to religion, It doth manifeſtly appear 


E000 
how defeRive the love of God is in many, 
while they have fo little love to their 
neighbours, except for theſe, who are 
related to them, or ate of their way and 
party; their love is confined to them, 
for all others they ſcem not to be much 
concerned, but are rather indifferent, ot 
deſpiſe and hate them, The love of God, 
where it prevails, doth dilate and enlarge 
the ſouls, and doth prompt them in 
whom 1t is in any large meaſure, to bear 
a great good will to all men, to delire 
their true good and happineſs, and to 
contribute jo much as they can for pro- 
moting it: it re{trains them from doing 
hurt and miſchief to any, yea even from 
wiſhing their hurt, or from rejoycing in it, 
It ſeems alſo that too many who are 
looked on as very religious perſons ate 
not ſufficiently careful to maintain in 
themſelves a due reverence and fear for 
God, who is greatly to be feared, being 
of infinite powe-, glory and majeſty, and 
the holy one of IIrael. It is too vilible 
that they have not due reſp:& for his 
commandments, but preſumptuoſly ne- 
glect lome of them. We may ſce lome 
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ſach perſons aſcribe their dreams and 
vain and groundleſs fancies to him; and 
in their addreſſes to him in ſtead of a 
humble confidence (which conſidering 
his infinite glory, purity, goodneſs and 
faithfulneſs doeth well become us) carry 
with a rude and daring inſolent bold- 
neſs, preſcribing to him what he ſhall do, 
where he hath not declared his will and 
purpoſe, and challenging him, when 
things do not ſucced with themſelves or 
with the party or fociety to which they 
have adjoined themſelves, as they would 
have them. . 
It is not be thouyht that ſuch perſons, 
who have no great ſenſe of God fixed in 
their minds, nor a fervent lov for him, 
nor a due fear and reverence for his 
great and dreadful name, can be ever 
great proficients in grace and vertue, 
theſe being the ſpring of all good and 
gracious thoughts, words and ations 
but they mult abide (till in a very low 
and imperfect ſtate of Grace. 
All therefore, who aſpire to higher 
meaſures of grace and vertue mult beſtow 
great care to preſerye in their Souls 2 


[ 60 J 


great ſenſe of God, and an ardent love 
for him, and a great fear and reverence 
for his glorious and dreadful name, Jt 
may be thought that the fear of God, 
tho' ſuitable to the ſtate of good men, 
who lived before the appearance of our 
Lord and Saviour, yet is not now, when 
the riches of the grace of God in Chriſt 
are more manifeſt, fo conſiſtent with the 
freedom and confidence towards God, 
which the goſpel tends -to form in us, 
But our nature being now corrupt as 
well as then, and our fleſh: weak, and 
being expoſed to foch temptations, ag 
they were then aſſaulted with, theſe temp- 
tations ſo often prevailing, and God 
being provoked to anger and diſpleaſure 
againſt us by our fins, the belt of men 
have (till reaſon to fear, The fear of God 
and of his righteous judgements is not 
inconſiſtent with the love of God and 
the aſſurance of his love to us, and with 
the hope of eternal life and bleſſedneſs, 
Cannot a well natured and affectionate 
child, tho' he know and be aſſured that 
his father loves him, and that he will 
not quite abandon him, and caſt him off 
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for his misbehaviour, yet fear his fathers 
indignation and diſpleaſure, and be afraid 
leſt his father be angry with him and 
ſcourge and chaſten him ſeverely for his 
faults? When men are arrived at a ſtate 
of perfeftion, and are no more in ha- 
zard of ſinning againſt God, then they 
ſhall not fear God after this manner. But 
while they are in this world, they are 
ſtill to fear. this fear is neceſſary for all 
men, even ſuchas are moſt confirmed in a 
courſe of piety ſo long as they are in 
this ſtate, ſojourning in this ſinful world, 
None can read the new teſtament with 
due attention, but they will evident» 
ly fee that this t-mper of mind is re- 
quired of all: they cannot but be thus 
diſpoſed who are ſenſible how corrupt 
and weak they are, how mutable and 
changeable, aud in what hazard they 
are continually of inning againſt God, 
if they conſider how oppoſite fin is 
to his holy nature and Jaws, and that he 
is of purer cves than to behold evil; and 
that he cannot look upon iniquity with » 
out hatred and indignation: and if they 
be in ſome meaſure apprehenſive of the 
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power of his anger, and of the dreadfal 
effects of his juſt diſpleaſure, I have ſaid 
fo much of fear, becauſe it ſeems to me 
that too many in this age, who appear to 
be religiouſly diſpoſed, are ſo much hin- 
dered from making any conſiderable pro- 
greſs in true chriſtianity, by their bold- 
neſs, ſaucineſs, and preſumption, and 
continue ſtill very imperfe& chriſtians, 
and in a low ſtate of religion. 

It is not ſo eaſy, as it may be taken to 
be by unthinking perfons, tomaintain in 
our minds a great ſenſe of God, afervent 
Jove for him and a due fear of him, while 
we are here thus ſurrounded and envis 
roned with ſenſible objects, which are 
ſtill preſented to us by our ſenſes, and 
do ſtill importune us, and intrude them- 
ſelves upon us, and do often carry our 
minds much away from God, and gain 
too much of our eſteem and affection, 
being recommended to us by the general 
eſteem and reſpect, which men of all 
ranks, by their words and actions expreſs 
for them. While we are ſhut up in theſe 
tabernacles of clay there is in our nature 
= lirong propenſion 10 thoſe things, 
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which are the objects of our ſenſes, and 
are prateful to the fleſh, and we are 
often driven by our luſts and paſſions to 
the earneſt purſuit and embraces there- 
of, and are carried by a mighty force 
and violence thereunto, theſe things 
being (till preſent to us and before our 
eyes. We are allo through the neceſſi - 
ties of our frail and mortal condition in 
this life, obliged to provide ſuch things 
as may preſerve our life and being, and 
to labour for the meat which periſheth ;; 
and we ofien exceed in our care and la- 
bour for the things which are requilite 
for that effect, whereby our minds are 
much taken off from remembering God, 
and from thinking on his name, while 
in the mean time God is inviſible to us, 
and we cannot ſee him: our perception 
of his nature and of his glorious and in- 
finite perſections is dark and obſcure, and 
all the knowledge we can have of him is 
very imperfect and defettive, ſo that it is 
not to be thought that we can eaſily pre- 
ſerve in ourſelves a right ſenſe of God, 
and a great love and awful regard for 
him. No ſurely, this can never be, un- 
F 2 
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feſs we frequently think on him. We 
muſt therefore frequently call off our 
minds from all other things, that we 
may remember him and think on his 
name, and may look on him as he hath 
repreſented himſolf to us in his word and 
works. We are to apply our minds to 
behold the glory of God in the face of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and are to conſider his in- 
finite love and goodneſs and mercy, and 
to fix in our minds his molt amiable per- 
fecions, We are in like manner to think 
on his holineſs and purity, his juſtice 
and the power of his anger, the enmity 
he bears to ſin, and how oppolite it is to 
his holy nature and laws, we may con- 
clude and aſſert it that we do not know 
him aright, when we do not ſee him to 
be molt amiable and lovely, and do not 
conſider him as the ſupream beauty and 
the chief good, and do not look on him 
as greatly to be feared and loved. We 
are to conſider the innumerable effects 
of his mercy and goodneſs, of which the 
world is full; and are often to call to 
mind the many and great benefits, which 
we our ſelves have received from him, 
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and the many effects of his merciful care 
and providence towards us fcom our in- 
fancy unto this preſent time, But eſpeci- 
aly we are with the greateſt application 
of mind to conſider the wonderful love, 
which he hath manifeſted in ſending bis 
only begotten Son into the world, that we 
might live by him. We are to think on 
the many favours, which he hath beſtow- 
ed on us, that we were early conſecrated 
to him in baptiſm, that from our child- 
hood we have had opportunity to hear 
the goſpel, that he hath in great pa- 
tience born with our frowardneſs and 
ſtubbornels, that he hath uſed ſo many 
means for reclaming us from our ſinſull 
and corrupt courſes, and in all his 
dealings with us hath expreſſed ſo great 
a deſire of our good and happineſs, We 
are alſo to conſider the many effects of 
thedivine power and juſtice, of his wrath 
and indignation, of his anger and diſ- 
pleaſure whereby he hath mauifelted his 
hatred of the fins of men, and ſeverely 
puniſhed their diſobedicace; not ſparing. 
even them to whom upon other accounts 
he did bear a great good will, when they 
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were guilty. Wich ſuch thoughts as 
theſe, we are frequently to entertain. 
dur minds, that a great ſenſe of him may 
be fixed and deeply rooted therein, that 
we may be excited to love and fear 
him. Weare not only thus to think on 
him at ſome ſet and ſolemn times, but 
are often, even when we are about the 
molt diſtracting affairs, or when we are 
in the molt charming company, to turn 
our minds to him, to think on his name, 
and to conſider his eye which is always 
ON Us, 

9. The heart of man is ſuch a very 
bad ſoil that true: grace and vertue, theſe 
heavenly plants, cannot thrive and grow 
therein, but muſt wither, fade and utter» 
ly decay, notwithſtanding all humane 
care and induſtry, unleſs he who is the 
great husband man have a particular 
care of them, and olien water them 
and be as the dew vnto them. Ho- 
ſea xiv. 5. All our cares, labours and 
endeavours after growth, in grace will 
have little effect, and no great ſuc- 
ceſs, unleſs God give the increaſe, 
Jam. 1. Every good gift and every per» 
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fect giſt is from above, and cometh 
down from the father of lights, It is 
on our humble addreſs and application 
to him for the increaſe of grace, that 
the dew of heaven, and the influences 
thereof deſcend on us, whereby our 
ſoul becomes as a watered garden and 
abounds with all manner of pleaſant 
fruits, He gives his holy fpirit to them 
thit ask him, He who is the God of all 
grace gives grace and maintains it, he alſo 
gives the increaſe; but not without our 
care and diligence, We are to look up 
to him, and to pray him to inſpire us 
with the ſpirit of Jeſus, and are to ac» 
knowledge him, when grace doth thrive 
in us; its growth in us is to be aſcribed to 
his care and goodneſs. And indeed hum» 
ble confidence and truſt in his faithſull- 
neſs, who hath promiſed his holy fpirit 
to them who ask him, while we addreſs 
ourſelves to him, and pray for the com- 
munication of his ſpitit to us, is an ef» 
tectual mean for obtaining from him 
the increaſe of grace. Prayer, if it be du» 
I performed, is very conducive to the 
advancement of grace in us, and contris 
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butes much to it's growth; the ſoul there- 
in lifting up it ſelf to God, and approach» 
ing to him, who is the fountain of all 
grace and goodneſs; and going as it 
were out of this world, and relinquiſhing- 
all things viſible, and withdrawing itſelf 
from them, is much purified and fpiri- 
tualized and advanced in the love of 
God and of heavenly things, and is 
much reſcued from all undue reſpect, eſ- 
teem and affection for earthly things. But 
when a man reſtrains prayer before God, 
tho' formerly he had been as a fruitful 
field, he becomes as a dry and parched 
wilderneſs, and all his graces fade and 
wither, Who!oever then would grow in 
orace mult pray much, and mult aſcribe 
the grace, which he hath. received, te 
the giver of all grace The thankfull ac» 
knowledgement of the goodneſs of God 
in communicating ſome meaſure of grace 
to us, does diſpoſe us for partaking larger 
meaſures and further degrees of it. There 
are nota few among vs, who are ſuppoſ- 
ed to act faith in Chriſt, for ſanctifying 
them and for increaling grace in them; 
and to pray often for that effect, yet 
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they do not advance much in grace and 
chriſtian vertue, but continue much ſuch 
as they were, and after ſome years are not 
much reformed and amended, One may 
eaſily perceive how low they are {till in 
grace and ſolid vertue, It may reaſonab- 
ly be ſuppoſed that the prayers and ad- 
dreſſes to God of too many are not right- 
ly performed, nor with that fervour and 
importunity, which the importance of 
the things, for which they pray, doth re- 
quire, They do not know diſtinctly 
what manner of perſons they ſhould be, 
nor what theſe graces and virtues, which 


the goſpel doth recommend to us, neither 


have they a right and comprehenſive no- 
tion of ſanctiſication and true holineſs, 
and ſo cannot diſceru their defects there- 
in, and are not ſenſible of what is wan» 
ting to them and know not diſtinctly 
what they are to pray for and to ask from 
God. Or if they know what theſe graci- 
ous qualifications are, which the goſpel 
requires of us, they are not ſufficiently 
apprehenſive of the importance and ne- 
cellity thereof, and ſo are not ſo much 
concerned to obtain them, and have not 
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a juſt eſteem and value for them. Too 
many notwithſtanding the interior acts 
of their mind toward Jeſus, and their 
dayly prayers to God, that he may ſane- 
tiſie them and increaſe grace ia them, yet 
they make little progreſs, they do not 
much mind their ſuits addreſſed to God 
for that effect through the courſe ol their 
lives, and do not much beſtir themſelves 
in the purſuit thereof; but rather neglect 
the courſe which is proper for advancing 
them in grace, they apply themſ-l;es to 
other caresand affairs, and go about their 
buſineſs with ſuch application, that they 
forget and quite negle& that for which 
they prayed, and beſtow no further care 
and endeavour to obtain it. 

God being the only fountain from 
whom all grace and true and chriſtian 
vertue is derived to us by Jeſus Chriſt, 
all who would grow in grace, are all a- 
long the courſe of their lives, not only 
at ſome ſtated times each day, but where» 
ſoever they be, and whatſoever buſineſs 
they are about, frequently to turn their 
ſouls to God, and in ſome ſhort addreſs 
to him, pray for the influences and ſup- 
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plys of his ſpirit. They need not cone 
cern themſe]ves. whither they pray and 
uiter their addreſſes to God in a ſet or 
conceived form of words, They who 
deny the uſe of a ſet or ſtinted form of 
words, ſeem not to underſtand ſufficient- 
ly the nature of prayer, or not to con- 
ſider it duly, It comes to little, what 
form of words we uſe in prayer, if forthe 
matter and ſubſtance it be conſorm to 
the rule and pattern of prayer; and if 
it be quickned and animated by the pre- 
ſence and exerciſe of the ſoul and ſpirit 
in it: that is the belt prayer, in whatſo- 
ever form of words it be, which hath 
moſt of the ſpirit and ſoul in it. They 
are to be importunate in their prayers 
for the increaſe of grace; and for that 
effect, they are to look well to it, that 
nothing abate their value and eſteem for 
higher meaſures and degrees of grace, 
and are to endeavour to have their ſoul 
enamoured with the beauty of holineſs, 
and to preſerve in their minds a due 
ſenſe, how much it concerns and imports 
them, to grow in grace: While I fay, 
that they are to be importunate in 
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theſe their addreſſes to God; I do not 
mean, that it is needfy} to uſe long prays 
ers, or a multitude of words, or choiſe 
phraſes; or to extend their voice, or to 
pray in a melting tone: the earneſtneſs 
of their deſires aſter the increaſe of grace, 
and the warmth and heat of the heart, to- 
gether with an humble craving and con- 
ſidence of obtaining what they deſire 
from God, and waiting on him for the 
return of their prayers, is all that is re- 


quiſite for it. 1 nced not tell you, that 


in our addreſſes to God for the increaſe 
of grace, and for any good thing elſe, 
we ſhonld have ſuch a ſenſe of our ſinful- 
neſs and vnworthinefs, that all our con- 
fidence of obtaining what we ask from 
him ſhould be founded on the ſatisſacti- 
on and merits and interceſſion of our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus. This is to ask 
in bis name, to ſcek and expect the grant 
of our deſires on his account: When we 
have prayed for the increaſe of grace, 
and do wait on God for obtaining it, we 
arc to add our endeavours for growing in 
it, od are to he diligent in the uſe of 
thele means, which are proper for in- 
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creaſing the ſeveral graces and chriſtian 
vertues which we deſire, and we ſhould 
never neglect, whenſoever we perceive 
the increaſe of any grace in ourſelyes, 
to aſcribe it intirely to the divine good- 
neſs, and to animate and incourage cur- 
ſelves thereby, to the due proſecution of 
ſurther degrees of grace, 

10. It may, Sir, ſcem ſtrange to you, that 
having ſaid ſo much of the courſe we are 
to take, that we may grow in grace, and 
of the hindrances of our growth therein; 
] have not hitherto ſaid any thing of at- 
tending the ſolemn meetings for prayer, 
and hearing ſermons ( which laſt is con» 
ſidered by many, as the great, and if not 
the only means of our education, and 
growth in grace) nor of the ule of the 
ſacraments. No doubt, the joyning in 
prayer, and praiſing God in the ſolemn 
aſſemblies, is a preat nean of edification, 
thereby the ſouls of ſincere Worthippers, 
are much purified, and elevated above 
the world, and advanced in the love of 
God, and bring down upon themſelves 
the influences of the holy- ſpirit, who 
lrecly communicates his graces to ſuch 
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5 
well diſpoſed ſouls, and hath a peculiar 
regard for the joint addreſſes of his 
people: And ſo likewiſe may hearing of 
ſermons be of great uſe and benefit to all, 
and is even neceſſary for ſuch as are 
ſimple, and have no great underſtanding 
of divine things, or who cannot read 
the ſcriptures, or cannot underſtand the 
things repreſented to us therein, except 
ſome others gvide them; and to ſuch 
as have no leifure for reading the ſerip · 
tures, or negle to do it, or do 
not meditate on the things contained 
therein: and even all others may find 
the hearing of ſermons very conducive 
to growth of grace in them. By preach- 
ing, if it be rightly managed, people may 
be informed of the duties of a chriſtian 
lite, and may learn what manner of per- 
ſons they ſhould be, th-y may have many 
of their faults and deſects diſcovered to 
them, and may be informed of thoſe 
things which are proper for animating 
and encouraging us to give alli care in 
forming ourſelves according to the rules 
and patterns propoſed to us. Such as are 
already inſitucted, may be thereby put 
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ja mind of that which they know, ot 
may be more throughly inſ{trutted and 
conſitmed therein, and all may be awake- 
ned, and excited to mind religion, as 
their great buline(s, as for partaking of 
the ſupper of the Lord; there can be no 
doubt, but the worthy communicants 
receive great benefit, and are much edity- 
ed thereby. In it the death and ſuffer- 
ings of our Lord and Saviour, are re- 
membered, and his wonderful love there- 
ia is ſet before our eyes: therein is a ſo- 
lenn commemoration of the facritice 
which he offered upon the crols, for ex- 
piating our crimes, and for procuring 
our peace and pardon, and for obtain» 
ing grace and glory for us: therein all 
wel! diſpoſed ſouls thankfully acknow- 
ledge his incomprehenſible love; therein 
their faith, repeatance aad love to God, 
and to one another are exerciſed and iu- 
ereaſed: they therein ſolemnly own him 
for their Lord and Saviour, they bind 
themſelves to him, to ſerveand obey him; 
they therein offer up themſelves to him, 
and give themſelves to him, to be ruled 
and diſpoſed on, as ſeems good to him; 
G 2 
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they therein in a more ſolemn manner, 
renew their reſolution to follow him, 
and to be faithful to him unto the death: 
By this heavenly food, ſtrength and vi- 
gour is conveyed into their ſouls : by 
feeding on his body and blood, they are 
enabled to do and endure whatſoever 
they are called to, they grow up and ad- 
vance in grace and vertue, and become 
reſolute and ſtrong for withſtanding 
the aſſaults of our ſpiritual enemies. 

By being preſent at the adminiltration 
oft baptiſm, they have occaſion for the 
exerciſe of their love and charity, in 
Joining with others, in their addreſſes 
to God, in the behalfof the perſons bap- 
tized, and for renewing their vows of 
living unto God, and of being faithful 
to him, to whom they were by baptiſm 
conſecrated, 

We may ſee too many, who, tho” they 
carefully attend the publick meetings for 
worſhip, yet do (till continue very de- 
fective in grace and in true and ſolid 
vertue, They ſeem to profit little by 
being preſent at the publick addreſſes to 
God in prayec and praiſes, not a few 
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ſeem not to conlider theſe addreſſes as 
any conſiderable part of divine worſhip; 
and therefore care not if they can hear 
the ſermon, tho' they have no ſhare in 
theſe: and when they are preſent, they 
care nat much thoꝰ they give little atten- 
tion thereunto. Many paltors ſeem 
to contribute not a little thereunto, 
while they do not ſo frequently reprove 
their hearers for their want of attention, 
and application in their prayers, as for 
neglecting to give due attention to the 
ſermon: and do more check them for ab- 
ſenting themſelves from the fermon, 
than for withdrawing from the publ ck 
prayers; and while in their prayers 
they pray for the divine afliitance in 
delivering and hearing the ſermon z 
but make no (ach addreis for aſſiſting us 
in our prayers and praiſes. They ſeem 
allo to profit litile by hearing ſermons, 
bur after many years remain ſuch almoſt 
as formerly they were, It may reaſonab- 
ly be thought that this their pcofating 
ſo little by hearing ſermons, is to be 
partly imputed to tas preachers, and 
partly to the h2arrs. It is (o be feared 
& 3 
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that too many preachers contribute not 


a little thereunto, while they do ſeldom, 


or not at any time, give a full and juſt 
repreſentation of religion and a compleat 
character of a true chriſtian; but do 
rather ſo preach that their hearers take 
religion to conſiſt in attending the pub- 
lick ordinances, in praying in ſecret, 
and in the families, in a great zeal 
for their way, opinions and party, in 
cloſing with Chriſt, in their mental appli- 
cations to God in Chriſt, and in the in- 
ward tranſactions betwixt God and the 
ſoul: They do not ſufficiently repreſent 
to people what are theſe gracious quali- 
fications which are required in all the 
diſciples of Jeſus, nor how neceſſary | 
theſe are; neither do they with that 
zeal and concernedneſs, which the im- 
portance of the thing calls for, explain 
to them the great duties of a chriſtian 
life, nor do they urge the performance 
thereof as of abſolute neceſſity in order 
to te attainment of everlaſting life and 

leſſe ineis, They do not plainly tell 
people that tho' they haunt the publick 
mee tings for worſhip, and pray often in 


= _ dd 


R ͤ FS. Rd 


C 59 1 


ſecret and in their families, and tho they 
have all faith, yet if they be not chari- 
table, righteous in all their dealings, 
peaceable, merciful, mortified to the 
world &c, their religion is vain. 

It is not to be ſuppoſed that preach- 
ers, who ate ſo much obliged to read 
and underſtand the ſcriptures, if their 
minds were not filled with prejudices, 
do not know, that whatſoever mens 
profeſſion be or their qualifications 
and actions, if they be unrighteous, co- 
vetous, revilers, extortioners &c. they 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God: 
and that without holyneſs none can ſee 
the Lord: this being ſo plainly taught to 
us in the ſcriptures, [t may be that ſome 
preachers are not deſtitute of a right no- 
tion of true religion; but having a great 
deſire to pleaſe their hearers, and judging 
themſelyes on diverſe accounts obliged 
to comply in ſome meaſure with ſuch of 
the people as are religiouſly diſpoſed 
(who look for the molt part on theſe 
ſermons, which treat of the qualifications 
which the goſpel requires of all Chriſt's 
dilciples, and of the duties, which they 
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are obliged to perform, as legal and 
moral, dry and unſavoury dilcourſes) 
they too often exceed in complying 
with their humours, and neglecting to 
repreſeat to them theſe neceſſary things, 
or to urge and inſiſt upon them: they 
uſually ſpeak to them of believing and 
cloſeing with Chriſt, of the priviledges 
of belie vers, of the ſpiritual and internal 
operations of the ſoul towards God, of 
communion and familiarity with him, of 
the influences of the holy ſpirit, of the 
experiences of believers, of ſure and cer- 
tain grounds of comfort and conſolation, 
which are held forth in the ſcriptures to 
them, of the aſſurance of intereit in 
Chriſt and in the great things promiſed 
in the goſpel, and of the way and means 
by which it may be obtained, and, of the 
marks, (12ns and evidences, by which we 
may judge of its ſoundneſs, ot the love of 
God and of Jeſus, and of the unchange- 
ableneſs thereof. Theſe and ſuch like 
things are ordinzrily the ſubject of their 
ſermons; but they ſeen not mach to 
endeavour to bear in upon the minds of 


people the neceſſity lying upon all that 
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would be ſaved, to deny ungodlyneſs 
and worldly luſts, and to live ſoberly, 
righteouſly and Godly in this preſent 
world, and to mortifie their luſts and 
ſubdue and moderate their inordinate 
paſſions, Tho they touch theſe things 
ſometimes, yet they do not appear to 
their hearers to lay any great weight or 
ſtreſs on theſe; and it is to be ſeared 
that the effect of ſuch dealings on a great 
many of the hearers is, that they think it 
would be well with them, if they were ſo 
qualified, and performed ſuch duties; 
but that nevertheleſs their ſtate is ſafe en - 
ough, if they believe in Chriſt and cloſe 
with him, tho' it be not ſo with them, It 
is too probable that much hurt is done to 
many well diſpoſed people among us by 
indiſcreet preachers; wrong notions, 
and ſuch as may prove very hurtful and 
pernicious, being thereby diffuſed a- 
mong them. Too many preachers ſeem 
not to conlider ſufficiently, or to be ſen- 
lible enough of the ſtrong propenſion, 
which is in the corrupt nature of man to 
gratify the fl-th, and to indulge their 
pride and ambition, and their other 
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luſts and paſſions, while they inſiſt ſo 
little in pieſſing and urging on their hear» 
ers to live ſoberly, righteouſly and god- 
ly. They ſeem not to conſider the great 
averſion which men have from com- 
plying with theſe commands which ſet 
bounds to their ſenſual appetites and de- 
fires, nor to be ſenſible how didicult it 
is to perſwade men to reſiſt their corrupt 
inclinations, and to ſubdue and mortiſy 
their luſts and unruly paſſions, and to 
overcome their reſentments of injuries, 
They do not beſtow due care to make 
their hearers apprehenſive of the necel- 
ſity of theſe things; but too many ſeem 
rather by their imprudeat and indiſcreet 
treating of the doctrine of free grace, 
faith, juſtification and the like, to weak- 
en and abate the ſenſe they might other - 
ways have had thereof, But as ſome 
preach-rs feem to be blim-able in this 
ſort, and to contribute too much to the 
peoples profiting ſo little by hearing ſer- 
mons; ſo the heaters themſelves ob- 
ſtruct the benefit they might receive 
thereby. Loo many do not much attend 
to theſe things which might molt profit 
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them, they do not hunger and thriſt af+ 
ter ri; hteouſneſs, ard do not fo earneſt- 
ly deſire and defign to advance theme 
ſelves in conformity to the holy nature 
and will of God, and do not fo carefully 
attend to theſe things which may be 
moſt uſeful and edifying to them. They 
like and are well pleaſed to hear the 
preacher ſpeak of free grace, of the in- 
comprehenſible love of jeſis, of juſtifie 
cation by faith alone; of the many ſpe- 
ci.1 and great priviled;es of believers, 
of the ſpecial love and favour of God to- 
wards tlem, how indulgent he is to 
them; but they care not much to hear 
how we ſhould be qualified, what man- 
ner of perſons we ſhould be, and what 
it is God requires of us, to which we 
hould be excited and animated by the 
former, Not a few love to hear their 
peculiar notions and opinions inſiſted 
on and approven, confirmed and recom - 
mended and are well pleaſed to hear the 
preacher refle& on thoſe who differ from 
them, and repreſent how much their way 
and modes do excel] theſe of other 
churches, and how more valuable theſe 
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of their way and party are, than all other 
men. Too many have itching ears, and 
love to hear new notions and odd words 
and phraſes, and catch hold of airy, vain, 
empty and groundleſs notions and ſpe- 
culations, which are of little or no ſo- 
lidity, while they overl-ok and negleR 
ſuch things, as are of greateſt weight, 
uſe and concernment to us. They are 
well pleaſed and graſp greedily at ſuch 
things as are agreeable to their fancies 
and humovurs, and ſuch as ſmooth and 
encourage them to continue in the way 
which they have choſen. 

It ſeems clear and evident enough to 
me, why pcople among us profit ſo little 
by the uſe of the ſacrament of the Lords 
ſupper ; and ſo | think it will ſafficiently 
appear to any who wiſely conſiders the 
courſe which is obſerved by molt of the 
pallors in this church, in the adminiſtra» 
tion thereof. Gen-rally people have not 
the occaſion to part ke of this facra- 
ment at home in their own pariſh, but 
once in the whole year: and then when 
it is to be cclebrated, there are convee- 
ned divers paſtors ot the neighbouring 
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pariſhes, not ſeldom ten or twelve, and 
ſome times as it is reported more 5. 
The people in theſe ſeveral precincts hav- 
ing no ſermon at home, or being invited 
by their own paſtors who are to be from 
home on that day, reſort to the pariſh 
church where the holy communion is ce- 
lebrated, ſo that there is a great croud 
and throng ot people, of which not a 
third part, and it may be not neat ſo 
many partake of the ſacrament. All the 
paſtors uſually have ſermon, and ſome- 
times young men, who are allowed to 
preach but are not yet in orders: ſo that 
the people hear many ſermons before 
and after and in the day in which the 
{xcrament is adminiſter'd; and even 
hen the peop'e are ſet down at the holy 
table, ſome of the paſtors, who divide 
the work among them, have long diſ- 
courſes, which they call exhortations, 
and there is almoſt always ſome one of 
the paſtors talking, even in the time 
when the people do communicate, 

It being acknowledged by all, that 

H 

+ This abuſe is now in a good meaſure cor- 

rected, 
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this ſacrament is a ſpecial mean of our 
edification and growth in grace, it ſeems 
people here in this church ſuſtain no 
ſmall hurt and loſs by the infrequency 
of the uſe of it. It was not thus in the 
ancient church, as is well known to all 
who are in any meaſure acquainted with 
eccleſiaſtical antiquities. Neither is the 
uſe of it, ſo far as I know, ſo rare in 
any other chriſtian ſociety. It does not 
excuſe the infrequency, that, occaſions 
for it ſo ſeldome returning, it is the 
more ſolemnly gone about, It may rea- 
ſonably be doubted whither the ſolem · 
nizing it in the manner wherein it is ce- 
Jebrated among us, doth not more ob» 
ſtru& than further the ediſication of the 
communicants, Its infrequency brings 
even the better fort of people into a for- 
getfulneſs of what they have to do, when 
they are to communicate, and how they 
are then to be exerciſed, and of what 
they are to do for preparing and diſpoſ- 
ing themſelves for communicating in a 
Tight manner, The long deſuetude of it 
renders them more unfit and indiſpoſed 
ſor the exerciſes which are proper on 
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this oceaſion. The many ſermons which 
the people hear, ſeem to me more to ob- 
ſtruct and hinder their edification, than 
to advance and promote it. Beſides that 
people may be thereby moved to think 
that their boſineſs is rather to hear ſo 
many good ſermons, as they ſuppoſe are 
preached on that occaſion, then to com- 
municate: by hearing ſo many ſermons 
their minds are filled with ſo many va» 
rious and indigeſted notions, and their 
thoughts are ſo confuſed that they are 
much unfitted and indiſpoſed for the ex- 
erciſes which are proper at that time. 
Theſe many ſermons, on various ſub- 
jects, may pleaſe and gratify the fancy 
of people, they may warm and tickle it, 
and may ſtirr and move their affections, 
but cannot much inform their minds; 
theſe are not like to have any great or 
laſting effect upon them. It may juſtly 
be thovght that one wiſe, diſcreet and 
pertinent ſermon, ſuggeſting to the 

earers ſuch things as might direct them 
and diſpoſe them for theſe exerciſes, 
which the partaking of this holy ſacra- 
ment' calls for, might'be of greater uſe 
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and beneſit than many. It ſeems alſo 
that the throng, and crowd of people, 
met together on ſuch occaſions, tends 
much to the diſturbing and diſſipating 
the minds of men, when it is ſo neceſ- 
fary that they be recollected, for re- 
membering the ſufferings and death of 
our bleſſed Saviour. It ſeems likewiſe 
that the conſtant ſpeaking of ſome one 
or other of the paſtors there preſent, while 
the people there communicate, is not a 
little incommodious and hurtful to 
them, eſpecially to the more wiſe and 
intelligent among them, The paſtor is 
to give all care to inform his hearers, 
and to make them underſtand ſufficient- 
ly how they are to prepare themſelves, 
and how to behave at the Lord's table, 
and how they are to carry thereafter : 
but when they are at the Lord's table, 
after he hath repeated the words of our 
Lord. Take, eat, &c. Drink ye all of 
© it, &c.“ And uſed his words of exhor- 
tation, Do this in remembrance of me, 
which may ſuflice for exhortation to 
them then, he ſhould thereafter keep ſi- 
lence, and ſuffer them to fix their minds 
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on their cruciſied Lord and Saviour. 
The continual ſpeaking of the paſtor 
while the people communicate, if they” 
attend to what he ſaith, the application 
of their ſouls to their cracified Lord is 
not a little hindered ; if they do not at-' 
tend, the noiſe of his talking founding 
{till in their ears, proves yet a great diſ- 
turbance to them. Finally; it ſeems 
much more for the ediſication of the 
people, to cloſe that action with preſſing 
them, and bearing in upon them the 
ſenſe of the obligation lying on them to 
follow Jeſus, and to live unto him who 
loved not his life to the death that he 
might procure our peace and pardon, 
and acceſs for us to life and immortality, 
than by diverſe ſermons, wherein vari- 
ous ſubjects are handled, to divert their 
minds from conſidering duly and think- 
ing on their vows, and the many ties 
lying upon them to be faithful to him 
unto the death. The edification of 
people on theſe occalions ſeems not 
little to be obſtructed, by the great 
length of the diſcourſes of the paſtors, 
who beginning theſe about eight in the 
H 3 
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morning, continue ſpeaking, intermit- 
ting only half an hour or an hour at 
moſt, until ſive and ſometimes until ſix 
hours at night; and that while moſt of 
the people repair early to church in the 
morning, fearing leſt through the throng 
of the neighbours reſorting thereunto, 
they ſhould not find a convenient room 
or place for themſelves. It ſeems that 
theſe exerciſes, which require greater in- 
tention and application of mind, ſhould 
be ſhort, ſince ſuch is the weakneſs of 
humane nature that our minds cannot 
be long intent and bended. 

It is evident that few profit much by 
being preſent during the adminiſtration 
of the ſacrament of baptiſm, People 

enerally take tnemielves to be little 
concerned therein, and are for the molt 
part idle ſpectators: they are not ſen- 
{ible what they are obliged to on that 
occalion, and ſo are little ediſied there- 
by. 

Tho too many reap not any conſ- 
derabie benefit or grow not much in 
grace, by their careful attendance on the 


public meetings ior prayer, for hearing 
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the reading of the holy ſcriptures and 

| ſermons, and for the adminiſtration of the 
ſacraments z yet it is not to be doubted, 
but if they did behave at theſe meetings 
as they ſhould, and did a& their part in 
a due manner, they would reap a great 
deal of profit, and obtain greater mea- 
ſures of true grace and chriſtian vertue, 
and arrive at a higher degree thereof. 

They are to conſider the public pray- 
ers of the church as a main and prin- 
cipal part of the worſhip, which we owe 
to God; and the molt ſolemn acknow- 
ledgment of his glorious and infinit per- 
ſections, and an open profeſſion of our 
dependence upon him. They are to 
look on the public praiſe and thankſgiv- 
ing offered to God, as a ſlender reſem- 
blince of the continual work of angels, 
and of the ſpirits of juſt men made per- 
feſt. Nothing on earth is more like 
heaven, than-an aſſembly of Chriſtians 
joyning together in bleſſing and prailing 
God. They are to carry with them to 
theſe public meetings a great ſenſe of 
the glory and majeſty of God, and of 
the innumerable effects of his goodneſs 
towards men, as alſo a great ſenſe of 
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their manifold fins and tranſpreſſions, 
and of their mani fold defects; that they 
may with due ſeriouſneſs and applicati-- 
on, and with great earneſtneſs join with 
the congregation in addreſsing their de- 
ſires to him, and in aſeribing to him the 

aiſe due to his name. If they be thus 

| diſpoſed, and do behave in this manner, 
they ſhall without doubt profit much, 
and ſhall grow in grace: while they ex- 
erciſe the grace requiſite on this occaſi- 
on, all grace ſhall grow and abound in 
them: and we may reaſonably ſuppoſe 
that the divine goodneſs will have more 
ſpecial regard to theſe their joint ad- 
dreſſes; and will hear and graciouſly an- 
ſwer them, and will in anſwer to their 
united deſires beſtow increaſe of grace on 
them. 

The Jews in their ſynagogues had the 
holy ſcriptures read to them every Sab- 
bath day. Acts xiii. 15, 27, and Acts 
xv. 21. And the ſame cuſtom hath been 
duly obſerved in the chriſtian church in 
all ages; it having been looked upon as 
a ſpecial mean ot edification, and as a 
conſiderable part of the worſhip due to 
God; thus to make public intimation of 
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his will and law, It is without doubt a 
great defect in this church, that ſo 
{mall a portion of the ſcriptures is read 
in our public meetings, whereby thoſe 
who cannot read them at home might be 


ed ſied, and thoſe who can might receive 


no little benefit and profit by their due 
attention thereunto, while they thus 
ſolemnly profeſs their ſubjection to 
God, and their reverence for his holy 
laws, and his gracious declaration of his 
will to us. Men might make no ſlow or. 
ſlender progreſs in grace and chriſtian 
vertue, if they were humble and docile; 
& if by a hunger and thirſt after righte- 
ouſneſs and an earneſt deſire to have the 
image of God repaired in them, they 
were duely diſpoſed : they would then in 
hearing the word of God read or preach- 
ed, attend diligently thereunto, and 
earneſtly graſp at ſuch things as might 
molt edify them : they would then duely 
conſider, and carefull, lay up in their 
minds, ſuch things as might confirm 
their reſolution to adhere unto God, 
and may animate them to patient con- 
tinuance in well doing, and would then 
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with the preateſt care take heed unto 
fuch things as might direct them in the 
way to life, or diſcoyer to them their 
defects and errours. 
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SIR, 
N my laſt to you, not long ago, I 
told you what were my thoughts 
concerning the ſmall proficiency of ma- 
ny even well diſpoſed perſons, in grace 
and virtue, and in conformity to the 
holy nature and will of God; and re- 
preſented to you what I took to be the 
chief hinderances of their growth in 
grace; and what courſe I judged proper 
for advancing us therein. I intend now, 
according as J undertook to you in my 
laſt, ro tell you that I think true wiſdom 
and the knowledge of God much wanting 
in this age, even among thoſe who ſeem 
to be very induſtrious and diligent in the 
purſuit of it; and to ſhow what I think 
does chiefly hinder and obſtruct their 
progreſs therein, and what courſe all 
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thoſe who intend to advance themſelyes. 
therein, ſhould take, that they may 
grow in the knowledge of God and of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, It cannot be de- 
nied that the ſcience and knowledge of 
the liberal arts does in this age very much 
flouriſh, and that ſach knowledge is now + 
much more diffuſed among us than in 
former ages, We may allo find not a few 
who are in good meaſure acquainted 
with the hiſtory of antient and modern 
times, and who can give an account of 
the affairs and tranſactions of ſtates and 
kingdoms; and ſome are to be found a- 
mong us who know a great deal of the 
hiſtory of nature; ſo that this age may 
ſeem to be very knowing: but notwith- 
ſtanding that learning and kind of knows 
ledge does ſo much abound, I fear it 
may be truly ſaid of us, that true wiſ- 
dom and the moſt valuable knowledge is 
too rare and ſcarce among us, 

Many in this age are wiſe in carrying 
on their worldly deſigns, and have no 
little skill and dexterity for managing 
their ſecular affairs, and not a few can 
with great art and cunning over · reach 
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and defraud their neighbours. But that 
which the prophet Jeremy ſaid of the 
people in his time, may be truly ſaid of 
thoſe men, * They are wiſe to do evil, 
© but to do good they have no under- 
© {landing,” Jer. iv. 22, Before I pro- 
ceed further, it will not be unfit, that 
T'tell you what I mean by that wiſdom 
and knowledg, wherein I think this age 
is ſo defective. By it 1 underſtand no- 
thing elſe but a clear and diſtin percep- 
tion of the great articles of the chriſtian 
faith, and of the rules preſcribed to us 
for directing us how to worſhip God, 
how to form the temper of our minds, 
and how to behave in the courſe of our 
lives. This knowledge is a light in the 
minds of men, whereby they ſee God in 
Chriſt, (who is the only true good of 
man) offering himſelf to us to be our 
God and everlaſting portion, and ſee the 
way that leads to him, together with 
theſe great things which are propoſed to 
vs for moving us to walk in that way, 
and for confirming and encouraging us 
againſt all oppoſition, and the averſion 
which is in our corrupt natures, and the 


Wh 
many difficulties and tentations which 
we may meet with therein. It is an in- 
ward and permanent light, in which 
men ſee their true good, and do clearly 
perceive the way which leadeth to it and 
the many obligations lying upon us, 
and the great encouragements propoſed 
to us in the goſpel, for inciting and a- 
nimating us to continue and perſeyere 
in the way to life. Ry this light, men 
are directed and effectually perſwaded to 
chuſe the true and chief good, and to 
walk in the way that leads to it. By it 
men are directed fo to behave in all the 
various circumitances of their lives, and 
ſo to govern themſelves all along their 
courſe in this world, that they may not 
ail to reach their great and laſt end, By 
it men come to negle and contemn the 
corrupt ſentiments and maxims which 
paſs current in the world, and to be 
little moved or influenced by the ex- 
imple or perſwaſions of thoſe who run o- 
ther courſes, They chuſe to walk in the 
way to life, tho it be not much haunted 
and few walk in it, and tho' their fleſhly 
nature hath a ſtrong averſion. from it. 
I 
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Behold, faith that good and wiſe man 
Job. ch. xxviii v. 28 The fear of 
© the Lord that is wiſdom, and to de- 
< part from evil is underſtanding.” By 
the light of true wiſdom a man is en- 
abled to judge a right of things, and is 
not impoſed upon by the common opi- 
nions and ſentiments of other men, By 
it men are inſtructed to perform the of- 
fices of piety, which we all owe to the 
divine majeſty; and theſe alſo which we 
owe to our neighbours, By it they are 
inſtructed how to behave and to act their 
parts well and decently in every ſtation 
and condition. on all occaſions, and in 
all the variety of occurrences and cir- 
cumſtances. In this light men fee the 
vanity and emptineſs ot all theſe things, 
which through the masks and diſguiſes 
in which they appear, ſeem ſo gay and 
goodly to minds deltitute of true wiſ- 
dom: they ſee therein that there is no: 
thing ſo dreadful and formid ble in the's 
things, which do ſo much terrify and 
affright the fooliſh multitude, and fo 
they cannot be enticed off trom the way 
to lite by hopes, nor driven from it by 
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fears. It is true indeed that where this 
knowledge is in a lower degree, all theſe 
effects are not ſo con ſpicuous; but it 
never fails in whomſoever it is, tho' in 
a low meaſure, to raiſe the ſoul above 
the fleſh and the world, and all thete 
mean things, which pertain to this pre- 
ſent (tate, in which we are, to the 
things which are not ſeen and are eter- 
nal It averts the ſoul and turns it off 
from the immodcrate love of all thoſe low 
inferiour things, and turns it to God, Tt 
gives the ſoul a fixed ſet, propenſion 
and inclination towards him, fo that it 
looks and bends (till thither. In whome 
ſoever this true wiſdom is, they are 
thereby throughly changed and are effec 
tually moved 10 chooſe the ways of god- 
line(s and vertue and are moved to walk 
therein It cannot but feem a ſtrange 
and unaccountable thing that this know- 
ledige is generally fo much neglected in 
the age in which we live; and it cannot 
but appear more ſtrange it we ſhall my 
conlider theſe things tollowing, 

1. The ſoul ot man is of a large and 
vaſt capacity, and is capable of a large 

I 2 


E 
meaſure of knowledge; it hath alſo. a 
great inclination and ſtrong propenſion 
towards it, and a vehement itch and de- 
fire after it. This deſire after knowledge 
is implanted in our nature, that by it 
we may be excited to ſearch after the 
true good, and to look for the way 
which leads to it, This deſire doth evi - 
dently appear, and doth fully mani- 
Feſt it ſelf in all, who have in any mea- 
ſure the uſe of reaſon ; but it is in moſt 
men by all their labours and endea- 
vours after knowledge rather fruſtrated 
than fatisfied. Moſt of the vulgar graſp 
only at the knowledge of mean things: 
they are not inquiſitive, neither care 
they to inform themſelves of any other 
matters than of the petty affairs and 
tranſactions of their neareſt neighbours, 
or of ſuch news and reports as are going 
abroad, or of ſuch things as their (tation 
and condition in the world obliges them 
to know in ſome meaſure, Not a few 
aſpire after learning, ſcience, the knows 
ledge of tongues and languages, of hiſto- 
ry and policy, which knowledge may be 
of uſe to ſome perſons for fitting and 
qualifying them, for doing ſervice in 
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church or ſtate, and may diſpoſe them 
for the dextrous management of affairs; 
but is of little or no uſe to the far 
greater part of men; and at the beſt can 
contribute little to any, for promoting 
their true good and happineſs, This is 
all the improvement, which the genera- 
lity of men make of this capacity and 
delire of knowledge, which is ſo deeply 
rooted in our nature. They generally 
neglect the purſuit of true wiſdom, and 
of the knowledge of God, and beſtow 
their labours and endeavours in the pur- 
ſuit of other knowledge ; the belt kind 
whereof is of little or no value in reſpect 
ot that knowledge, which they ſo much 
underva ue and deſpiſe, 

2. This knowledge is the beſt and 
molt valuable knowledge, and the molt 
uſeful and neceſſary. The knowledge of 
other things, tho” it may be uſetul and 
even neceſſary to ſome particular per- 
ſons, yet it is not ſo to all men; and all 
the beneſit and advantage, which can be 
reaped by it extends no further than to 
ihis ſhort and tranſitory life. The profit 
of almolt all other knowledge and learn 
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ing can bardly recompenſe the toil and 
travail, which mult be undergone in the 
purſuit and attainment thereof; and 
men ſuſtain no great hurt or dammage 
by the want of it; but this knowledge is 
ſo uſeful and neceſſary, that without it 
we cannot but be miſerable, We can 
neither be happy in this life, nor can 
we reach the life and ble ſſedneſs to come, 
unleſs we do the will of God, and we 
cannot do it unleſs we know it, and tho 
we do in part know it, yet ſo great is the 
averſion of our corrupt nature from the 
obedience of his holy laws, and we are 
ſo much tempted to diſobey God, that 
unleſs we have deeply funk in our minds 
a right underſtanding of the great ar- 
ticles of the Chriſtian faith, and of the 
powerful and. perſwaſive motives which 
are propoſed to us in the goſpel, for 
exciting andanimating vs to obedience, 
we cannot do his will. By this knows 
ledge alone we can be directed, excited, 
encouraged and ſtrengthened ſo to be- 
have during this ſhort lite, that we may 
be happy in the world to come. By it a- 
lone can our minds be ſupported and 
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comforted, and poſſeſs a calm and tran» 
quillity amidit all the troubles and cala- 
mities, which befall us in this world, 
This knowledpe is of the greateſt con- 
cern and importance to us, without it 
we are blind and cannot ſee, nor find 
the way to true bleſſedneſs; we cannot 
but continually ſtray and wander from 
it, and ſo be eternally miſerable, With- 
out it we can neither be happy here or 
hereafter, 

3. This knowledge may be reached 
and obtained by all, who have in- any 
meaſure the uſe of their reaſon and un- 
derſtanding. It it were a difficult thing 
to reach it, ſuch as are ſimple and are 
of a weak and mean capacity, and 
ſuch as are much entangled by their ſe- 
cular affairs, and employments; to 
which they are obliged to give atten- 
dance, and whereby their minds cannot 
but be much diverted, might be diſcou- 
raged from attempting it: but it hath 
pleaſed God in his infinite goodneſs to 
reveal ſo fully and clearly all theſe 
things, which muſt neceſſarily be known 


by us, and to afford {ſuch aſſiſtances to 
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all who ſincerely proſecute the know- 
ledge thereof; that the molt ſimple per- 
ſons, and thoſe who are much imployed 
about their worldly affairs, cannot re- 
main ignorant thereof, and not be left 
without excuſe for this their ig norance. 
Indeed it is not the knowledge of ab- 
ſtruſe and obſcure points «nd nicities 
(which can hardly be known, or not at 
all by the molt acute and penetrating 
minds or wits, or by people who having 
nothing «clſe to do, may apply them— 
ſelves intirely to the ſtudy thereof) 
which is fo uſeful and neceſſary to us. 
All theſc things, the knowlege whereof 
is {> neceſſury to us, are plain and eaſy 
to be underltood, they are frequently in- 
culcated and with the greateſt plainneſs 
and clearneſs repreſented to us, and 
may eaſily be underſtood by thoſe of the 
meaneſt capacity, and by men of buſi- 
neſs, if they will take the right courſe 
for obtaining the knowledge thereof Pal. 
X:X. 7, and 119. 130. 

4. It is the ſpecial advantage of this 
age in which we live, that the greater 
part of people are put to ſchool in their 
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childhood, where they are at leaſt taught 
to tead, ſo that all among us, either 
themſelves can read the holy ſcriptures, 
or may eaſily and without trouble 6nd 
ſome among their near neighbours, who 
may at times of leiſure read to them. In 
the holy ſcriptures, all thoſe things 
which we muſt know (if we intend to a- 
void eternal deſtruction and to obtain 
everlaſting life) are contained and fully 
repreſented to us: by theſe we may be 
made wiſe unto ſalvation, and be ſuffici- 
ently inſtructed concerning all things, 
which are nec ſſary to be known by us. 
From our childhood through the whole 
courſe of our lives we have frequently 
occaſion to hear ſermons, wherein the 
fundamental articles of Chriſtian faiths 
the rules preſcribed by Jeſus for our di- 
rection and conduct, and thoſe other 
things, which are recorded in the holy 
ſcriptures, for moving us to obey his 
laws, are explained and ſet before us, 
There is alſo freq ent catechiſing among 
us wherein the ſame is performed. There 
is allo in this age, beyond what was to 
be ſound in former ages, great plenty 
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and ſtore of books and treatiſes, wherein 
thele {-veral ſubjeAs are very copioully 
handled, and are clearly explained and 
laid open to the view ot all. 

It may ſeem a thing almoſt incredible 
to all who conſider theſe and the like 
things, that the knowledge of God and 
true wiſdom ſhould be ſo rare, and 
hard'y to be found among us: but it is 
too evident that it is ſo, If we will look 
through all ranks and degrees of men, 
we ſh.Il not find many who poſſels ths 
treaſure, Yea we ſhall ſoon perceive that 
even thoſe who have ſome meaſure of 
this knowledge, are notwithſtanding 
ſtill very defective in it. We may with» 
out doubt meet with not a few who tak 
no little of religion, yea even of ſudlime 
and doubtful points with a great deal of 
confidence, but when we ſhall come to 
know them more throughly, we ſhall 
find that too many of them are void of 
folid knouledge, and if they have ſome 
meaſure of ſuch knowledge, that it is 
contained thin very narrow limits. 
They have learned a ſet of words and 
phraſes, by attending to their teachers 
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and guides: but do not well underſtand 
what they ſay, or whereof they affirm, 
Let us take a view of the life and actions 
of almoſt generally all ſorts of men, 
and we cannot but perceive that there 
are few or none that do underſtand and 
ſeek God, Pf. xiv. 3. Confider I pray 
you theſe words of the Lord ſpoken by 
the prophet Jeremiah ch. xxii v. 15. 16. 
to jehojakim king of Judah, of Joſiah. 
© Did not thy father eat and drink and 
do judgement and juſtice, and then it 
© was well with him? He judgcd the 
© cauſe of the poor and needy, then it 
© was well-with him. Was not this to 
© know me? Saith the Lord.“ They and 
they only do indeed know God, who 
obey him and keep his commands. We 
then only know him, when we ſeek 
him, and conform our felves to his 
will and laws Were it poſſible, if men 
knew God, that falſehood and inju- 
ſtice, luxury and malice would ſo 
much abound among them? Do we not 
ſee men g nerally given to covetous 
practices? They make great ſtretches, 
being excited thereunto by the hope of 


f 108 J 


fome little gain and advantage, It 
appears, in innumerable inſtances, that 
men do not govern themſeves according 
to the laws preſcribed to us in the goſ- 
pel, but are acted by the ſpirit of the 
world, and are ruled by their luſts and 
paſſions, and that they follow their cor- 
rupt inclinations, and conform them- 
ſelves to the ſinful manners of the world, 
We ſee that men generally ſeek their 
own things without any regard for 0- 
thers, they proſecute their carnal and 
worldly deſigns with ſuch earneſtneſs 
and application, that it too evidently 
appears that they have no right knows 
ledge of the goſpel, of rhe laws preſcri- 
bed to us by Jeſus, or of the great things 
propoſed to us, for confirming us in the 
courſe of obedience thereunto. It is too 
viſible that many, and theſe look't upon 
as none of the worlt among us, are 


proud and high minded, vindictive and 


revengefull, fierce and violent, too in- 
dulgent to their luſts and carnal appe- 


tites, worldly and covetous, and who 


do not ſtand to prey upon, to defraud 
and oppreſs their more ſimple and poor 
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neighbours, and to do the moſt baſe and 
unworthy actions, when the hope of gain 
and advantage invites them to it. And 
even among thoſe who are of better re- 
putation; and are conſidered as more 
religious, we may fee not a few, who 
are (tiff and ſelf willed, turbulent and 
contentious, ſelf conceited and impati- 
ent of contradiction, who are unchari- 
table and cenſorious, and judge raſhly of 
the (tate and actions of other men, and 
are ſo fond of their own way and opini» 
ons that they are cruel and inhumane to. 
theſe who diſſent from them, and are 
{ull of bitter zeal againſt all ſuch perſons, 
and allow themſelves to ſpeak evil of 
them, and on very flender grounds take 
u a reproach againſt them. In theſe and 
many other the like inſtances we may ſee 
how diſagreeable their temper, ſpirit and 
life are to the rules preſcribed to us in the 
poſpel. The beſt that can be thought of 
ſuch perfons is, that they have not a 
right underſtanding of the goſpel, and 
do not ſufficiently underſtand what man- 
ner of perſons they ſhould be, or that 
they are very delective as to the extent 
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of their knowledge. And indeed it ĩs e- 
vident that there is not a few among us, 
who know but in part, what the goſpel 
requires of us; and, as I reaſonably 
ſuppoſe, do ſincerely endeavour to form 
themſelves according to the rules which 
are known to them; but their temper, 
their courſe of life and converſation 
ſhew that they have not ſuch a compre» 
henſive knowledge, as we ſhould and 
might have, and that they remain (till 
ignorant of many of the duties of a chris 
{tian life. It is too evident that few are 
ſufficiently careful to have their minds 
ſtored with a right ſenſe of theſe things 
by which we may become better and 
wiſer, and to reach a clearer perception 
and a right underſtanding thereof. 

I ſhall now briefly and plainly tell you 
what I take to be the chief obſtructions, 
by which men are hindered from profit- 
ing and advancing in this ſo important 
knowledge. Generally people are ſo 
earthly and carnal, ſo brutith and ſen- 
ſual; they are ſo much ſunk into the 
fleſh, and their hearts are ſo much ſet 
upon prelent things, that they cannot 
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reliſh any thing but what pertains to the 
body, and may better our ontward con- 
dition here in this world. They have 
little or no regard for their ſouls; and 
tho' they cannot but know, that they 
are ſhortly to die, yet they do not re- 
member their latter end, neither do they 
think on their future ſtate in the world 
to come; and fo find not themſelves 
concerned to be informed of any thing 
elſe, but of ſuch things as may contri- 
bute for rendering their lives here, eaſy 
to them, and for gratifying their corrupt 
lults, and brutiſh and fenfual inclinati- 
ons. They look on the prop oſals made 
to us in the goſpel, as a ſtrange thing, 
wherein they are very little, or not at all 
concerned. | 

Moſt of the higher rank of men, and 
of thoſe who are entruſted with the ma- 
nagement of public affairs, who are look- 
ed upon as perſons of a greater reach 
and capacity, are either given ſo much 
to their eaſe and pleaſure, and ſo bent 
to gratify their ſenſual and bratiſh appe- 
tes, or are ſo entangl-d with their 
worldly affairs, and their minds are ſo 
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full of projects and deſigns for promot- 
ing their ſecular intereſts, and they are 
ſtill ſo much crowded with company and 
buſineſs, that they can find no freedom 
or leiſure for proſecuting this moſt ex- 
cellent knowledge, and for beſtowing 
their endeavours to obtain it, neither 
can they with due application of mind 
conſider theſe things, which ate propo- 
ſed to them for their inſtruction, While 
they are ſo earneſt in the proſecution of 
other things, they cannot but be ſlack 
and remiſs in their endeavours after this 
knowledge, and mult be defective in 
that application of mind which the pur- 
ſuit of this knowledge doth require, 
Such as affect learning, and give 
themſelves to ſtudy and reading, are for 
the molt part ſo buſy in the purſuit of 
ſcience and other parts of humane litera 
ture, that too often they neglect to in- 
form themſelves throughly of thoſe 
things the knowledge whereof is ſo ne- 
ceſſary to us. They too often beſtow 
their labour in impertinent ſtudies, and 
in curious uſeleſs and unprofitable en- 
quiries and diſputes, whereby they are 


. 
much taken off from the purſuit of true 
wiſdom, and of that ſo much better and 
neceſſary knowledge. 

And indeed almoſt all men do either 
apply themſelves to the ſearch of ſuch 
things, as cannot be known by us, or 
whereof we can have no certain knows 
ledge; or if they ſhould be known, the 
knowledge thereof could be of little or 
no uſe and benefit to them: or they are 
ſo buſy about their worldly affairs, and 
apply themſelves ſo entirely thereunto, 
that they are ſeldom or never at leiſure 
to mind thoſe things, which it concerns 
them moſt to know; and when at any 
time they have reſpit from other ſtudies, 
cares and buſineſs, they do not (ſuch is 
the levity and vanity of their minds) be- 
ſtow their time and leiſure in conſidering 
the things which mult neceſſarily be 
known, but betake themſelves to idle 
company, in which they ſpend their 
ſpare hours in talking of the affairs of 
their neighbours, or of news, or in ſome 
other unprofitable chat, or in tipling and 
drinking, and it not ſo, they go to ſome 
game and paltime, and chuſe rather to 
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beſtow their time and leiſure any other 
way than in the purſuit of this ſo neceſ- 
ſary knowledge. This little care to ob- 
tain it, which appears in ſo many, is the 
effect either of down right infidelity, or 
of a ſenſual and brutiſh temper, and of 
great ſtupidity, of a fooliſh and trifling 
mind, and of inſuperable ſloth and ſottiſh 
fluggiſhneſs, or of their being quite im- 
merſed in worldly and ſecular projects 
and deſigns, and drowned in cares and 
ſolicitudes for the things of this life, 
whereby they are withholden from con- 
ſidering how uſefuil and neceſſary this 
knowledge is: or of vain curiolity, pride 
and ambition, and a deſire to appear 
learned and knowing perſons, puſhing 
them forward to beltow all their time, 
labour and induſtry in ſearching into 
ſuch things as are not commonly known, 
that they may be conſidered as ſingular 
perſons, and as ſuch as are more valu- 
able than others, 

Tho' ſo many do thus neglect the 
purſuit of this knowledge ; yet there are 
not a few, who appear to be very ear- 
a. it and induſtrious in following on ta 
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know the Lord. They frequent the pu- 
blic meetings for worſhip, they carefully 
attend ſermons, they read the holy 
ſcriptures, and other good books, yet 
many even of thoſe perſons remain de- 
ſtitute of true wiſdom, or continue very 
defective therein. It is to be feared that 
ſome of theſe perſons are moved there- 
unto only by carnal and worldly mo- 
tives, and puſhed forwards by their luſts, 
and by a great deſire to be taken for 
knowing perſons: and for ſuch as have 
a great ſenſe of matters of religion, ſince 
they ſee that in the circumſtances in 
which we now are, the gaining of ſuch 
a reputation is the moſt ſure and ſhorteſt 
way to bring them into imployment, 
and to places of truſt and preferment, 
whereby they may find ſpecial advantages 
for promoting their ſecular and worldly 
intereſts; or at leaſt that their pride and 
vanity ſhall be gratified by. ſuch a repu- 
tation. It is not to be expetted that God 
will proſper the labours of theſe men in 
the purſuit of wiſdom, ſince they only 


" intend to ſerve their luſts, and to pro- 


mote their baſe ends and deſigns, But 
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without doubt, there are others, who 
do more ſincerely and with more pure 
minds purſue this moſt excellent know- 
ledge, and yet continue ſtil] far enough 
from a due ſenſe of the great things re- 
vealed to us in the goſpel. This pro- 
ceeds in them from the want of theſe 
diſpoſitions, by which our minds are 
duly fitted and diſpoſed for the right per- 
ception of divine things; or from their 
want of diligence and conſtancy in the 
purſuit thereof, which is partly from the 
levity of their minds; partly from their 
converling with vain perſons, who by 
their words and deeds inſinuate into 
them an averſion from the toil and la- 
bour, which is requiſite for the purſuit of 
this knowledge with due application of 
mind; partly from ſloth and exceſſive re · 
gard for eaſe; partly from their en- 
tangling themſelves in a multitude or 
variety of buſineſs; partly from an ex- 
ceſſive love and regard for other things. 
By theſe and ſuch like means their dili- 
gence in the purſuit ot this knowledge is 
often flackned, or quite laid aſide, and 
that ſome times for a long ſpace, wheres 
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by it comes to paſs that their progreſs in 
true wiſdom is much obſtructed. 

I may hereafter have occaſion to give 
you a more particular account of ſome 
of the chief obſtructions, whereby many 
that ſeem to be much concerned to grow 
in knowledge, are hindered from profit- 
ing and advancing therein, when I tell 
you my thoughts about the courſe which 
we are to take that we may attain to a lar - 
ger meaſure of true wiſdom, which I am 
now to do, 

That we may attain to a further de- 
gree of true wiſdom, it is requilite that 
we give all care that we preſerve in our 
ſelves a due diſpoſition for receiving it, 
and that we be diligent in the uſe of 
theſe means, which are proper for ob- 
taining it. 

This due diſpoſition for the reception 
of true wiſdom conlilts chiefly in theſe 
things following. 

1. An earneſt deſire to pleaſe God 
and to do his will, and to become ſuch . 
perſons as he would have us to be, and 
to do whatſoever he commands us, and 
a fixed deſign to live unto him and to 
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ſerve and honour him. It is not to be 
thovght that we ſhall make any conſide- 
rable progreſs in the knowledge of God 
and of divine things, vnleſs we hunger 
and thirſt after righteouſneſs, and ear- 
neltly deſire to be renewed after the 
image of God, and deſian to advance our 
felves in holineſs. It does without doubt 
prove a great hinderance to many, who 
beſtow no little care in the purſuit of 
knowledge, that they do not fo earneſtly 
delire to advance themſelves in true 
riphteouſneſs, and do not deſign to im- 
prove whatſoever meaſare of knowledge 
they ſhal] receive for conforming them- 
ſelves to the holy nature of God, and to 
the rules which he hath preſcrib-d to us, 
Hence it comes to paſs that in their ſtu- 
dies, and cndeavours after knowledge, 
they do not ſo much attend to ſuch 
things, whereby they may be taught what 
manner of perions they ſhould be, and 
inſtructed how to behave towards God 
and their neighbour, aud whereby they 
may be excited to live ſoberly,righteouſly 
and godly in this preſent world; as they 
do to thoſe things, which gratify their 
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curioſity and their itch aſter knowledge. 


They are not ſufficiently careful to un- 
derſtand throughly, and to retain in their 
minds, the rules preſcribed to us for our - 
direction and conduct, and the great 
things which are propoſed to us for en- 
couraging our obedience. They neglect 
the plain doctrines and common prin- 
ciples (tho' theſe be of greateſt uſe and 
necellity) as being obvious to ſimple 
people, and to theſe who are of the low- 
elt capacity, and catch and lay hold on 
ſuch notions, as ſeem to them ſine and 
ſubtile, rare and above the reach of the 
greater part of men; and while they do 
not attend to ſolid truths, which might 
make them truely wiſe, but paſs by them 
without conſidering them duly, or be- 
ſtowing any care to ſettle and fix them 
in their minds, and to lay them up in 
their hearts, they are not a little taken 
with vain, groundleſs and barren ſpecu- 
lations, and wich airy and empty noti- 
ons, which being well enough conſiſtent 
with the corrupt inclinations of our 
fl:ſhly nature or favourable thereunto, 
are greedily ſwallowed down by them, 
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and carefully laid up in their minds. And 
indeed there is in our corrupt nature too 
ſtrong a biaſs, which inclines us to bend, 
even thoſe things which God hath re- 
vealed to mike us wiſe, to a complyance 
with the ways which we have choſen, 
and diſpoſes us to wreſt them not a 
little, that we may without check, go on 
in theſe ways, which are agreeable to our 
corrupt inclinations. | 

A fervent love of holineſs, and an ar- 
dent delire after it, and a ſettled reſolu- 
tion to improve all that we ſhall come to 
know of God, and ofhis will and ways, 
for forming aright the temper of our 
minds and our whole converſition, do 
much diſpoſe and qualify us for advan- 
cing in true wiſdom, and growing in 
knowledge. It is not to be thought, that 
the gracious God will refuſe to beſtow a 
Jarger meaſure of knowledge on thoſe, 
who are fervent lovers of holineſs, and 
who intend to make ſuch good improve» 
ment of it. Such perſons as are thus af- 
ſected, cannot but be powerfully influ» 
enced by this their earneſt deſire of per- 
ſecting holineſs in themſclyes, to beſtir 
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themſelves diligently and conſtantly in 
the purſuit of the knowledge of God and 
of his will; ſince they are ſenſible of the 
very great corruption of their hearts and 
lives, and ſee many things in themſelves 
which muſt be reformed and amended, 
and ſince they know with all, that true 
wiſdom and the knowledge of God is the 
only proper and efſectual means for rec- 
tifying their crooked and depraved na- 
ture and for reforming their life and 
manners. | 

2. An high eſteem and great love for 
true wiſdom and an earneſt deſire after 
it. All who think to reach it, mult look 
on it as a molt valuable thing; Prov, ii. 
3. and iv. 7. they muſt conſider it as the 
principal thing, they mult love it dearly 
and earneſtly deſire it. They cannot but 
be thus diſpoſed towards it, if they have 
in their minds a due ſenſe of the weight, 
moment and importance of theſe things, 
which are to be ſeen in its light, and 
conſider duly how neceſſary the know» 
ledge thereof is to them, that they may 
eſcape everlaſting miſery and obtain e- 
ternal Jife and bleſſedneſs, We ſhould obs 
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ten repreſent to our ſelves how neceſſary 
the knowledge of theſe things is for re- 
paring the image of God in us, and for 
forming in us a right temper of mind, 
and for directing us in the courſe of our 
lives, and for conforming us to the holy 
nature and will of God and how neceſ- 
ſary it is for ſupporting our minds amidſt 
the many revolutions of the world, and 
for con forting us under all the troubles, 
afflictions and calamities, which may be- 
fall us in this lite, and for conſirming us 
againſt the fear of death. And indeed all 
the true life, ſtrength and courage, all 
the peace, joy and comfort of which we 
partake in this life, are the effects of this 
knowledge and of true wiſdom; by it 
theſe are conveyed into our ſouls. In 
its light we fee the way, which we are 
to hold, and by it we are directed how 
to ſteer our courſe in this dark place, fo 
that by its direction we may ſojourn 
ſafely through this vain and ſinſul world, 
It is in vain to think that we can reach 
true wiſdom if we do not duly value and 
love it. It is through the want of due 
regard for it, that it is ſo rare among 
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men: they neglect and deſpiſe the true 
wiſdom, and having ſet their hearts upon 
other things; their love and eſteem for 
theſe, puts them to beſtow their care and 
endeavours in the purſuit thereof. It is 
by the due eſteem and earneſt deſire of 
wiſdom that men are taken off fiom the 
eager purſuit of other things, which hin- 
der them from beſtowing due care and 
diligence in endeavouring to obtain it, 
This due eſteem and regard for it quick» 
en our endeavours for reaching it and 
for advancing in it. It makes us ſenſible 
of the divine goodneſs in communi- 
cating any meaſure thereof to us, and 
diſpoſes us to a dutiful acknowledges 
ment of the great favour done to us 
therein, True wiſdom is not far off 
from ſuch ſouls as do highly prize and 
love it, neither can it long withhold, or 
withdraw it (elf from them; but it will 
come to them to take up its reſidence 
and abode with them, and will treat them 
with its delicates. Hear the true wiſdom 
{peaking thus to us, Prov. 8. 17. 1 
* Love them, who love me, and they, 
* who ſeek me early ſhall find me.? 

L 2 
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3. Humility and lowlineſs of mind 
do much diſpoſe men for receiving fur- 
ther degrees of this knowledge. God 
* giveth grace to the humble.” Pſal. xxv. 
9. Jam. iv. 6. x. Pet. v. 5. Pride does 
utterly indiſpoſe men from receiving this 
favour from him, who refiſts the proud 
and oppoſeth himſelf to them, When 
men beſtow their endeavours in the pur- 
ſuit of this knowledge, that they may be 
able on occaſion to diſcourſe copiouſly 
about divine things; and ſo may be fa- 
med and held in reputation as more 
knowing perſons, and may thus have 
their pride and vanity pratified ; it is 
not to be thought ſtrange, if God do not 
bleſs their labours and endeavours with 
ſucceſs. Can we think that God, who 
hath ſuch an averſion. from thoſe, who 
are proud and arrogant Prov. xvi. 5. 
will proſper their labours and beſtow 
true wiſdom on them, who truſt ro the 
force and ſtrength of their own under- 
ſtanding, and who have ſuch an high o- 
pinion of their own parts and capacity, 
that they doubt not, but they ſhall beable 
to penetrate into whatſoever is propoſed 
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to them? A right and due ſenſe of divine 
things is not to be obtained by ſuch 
proud men, who vill aſeribe their attain- 
ments therein to themſelves. It is to be 
feared that there are too many, who do 
much obſtruct their own progreſs in this 
knowledge, by admitting and entertain- 
ing in their minds a vain and groundleſs 
conceit of their great proficiency therein. 
Thoſe people preſume that they know 
divine things much better than indeed 
they do; they take themſelves to be 
knowing perſons, if they can talk more 
copiouſly of ſome matters of religion 
than moſt of their neighbours, and can 
jangle and debate thereanent on all occa- 
ſions. Theſe men taking themſelves to 
be far advanced in knowledge, and not 
being ſenſible how defective they {till are 
therein, look on it as a needleſs thing 
for them to be at much trouble in the 
further purſuit of it. Pride moves too 
many to overlook theſe things which are 
propoſed to all, even the moſt ſimple 
people, as being below themſelves, and 
makes them think that they need not be- 
[tow any care to underſtand them: they 
L 3 
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think when they have obtained a ſmat- 
tering and ſuperficial knowledge thereof, 
that they know them ſufficiently, and 
they fancy that they know all that is to 
be known of them. Thoſe men are far 
from the mind, which was in that holy 
man David, Pſal. 119. 98, 99, 100. 
who, tho' he had very far advanced in 
the knowledge of theſe things, which 
God had then revealed to men, yet he 
was ſenfible that he did not underſtand 
them throughly, and therefore he conti- 
nued his endeavours, and prayedearneſtly 
for a more through underſtanding there- 
of. There are too many, who have drunk 
in wrong notions of religion, and who 
have in their minds a very defective idea 
of Chriſtianity, and take ſome paris of 
it for the whole, yet are ſo proud and 
eonceited of the ſufficiency of their un- 
derſtanding, that they take all their no- 
tions and fentiments about matters of 
religion to be fo ſure and certain, that 
they cannot be moved to ſuſpect them- 
ſelves to be miſtaken or dec: ived in any 
thing; tho' they read and hear ſuch 
things as may undeceive them, and may 
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make them wiſer, yet they profit not 
thereby, ſince they reſolutely admit only 
into their minds, and advert only to ſuch 
things as are conſiſting with or may 
confirm the notions which they have 
already imbibed, and refuſe and reject, 
as falſe and unſound, whatſoever ſeems 
to them inconſiſtent therewith or diſ- 
agreeable thereunto. Without doubt, 
all who are proud are very much in- 
diſpoſed ſor it. It is only the humble 
who are duly diſpoſed for it. They, 
who know themſelves better, and are 
ſenſible of the darkneſs and weakneſs 
of their mind and of the hebitude and 
dullneſs of their underſtanding and of 
their impotency and inability to reach 
the knowledge of God, are fitted for re- 
ceiving it, and for advancing in it ; ſince 
they alone know and acknowledge that 
they can make no progreſs in it, unleſs 
God himfelf become a teacher to them, 
and give them a heart to know him ; and 
ſo are excited to pray to him and to de- 
pend on him for that effect, and they on- 
ly can be duly ſenſible of the favours due 


to them in beſtowing it upon them and 
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be thankfull for it. True wiſdom will 
dwell no where, but in humble fools, 
they, who are proud may reach and 
catch hold on a ſhadow, and reſemblance 
of it; but they cannot reach it ſelf, 
Hear wiſdom it ſelf telling us. Prov. 
viii. 13. Pride and arrogance and the 
© evil way, and the froward mouth, do l 
© hate.” 

4. A calm temper of mind, and free- 
dom from exceſhve cares and exorbitant 
paſſions and peturbations, and from 
partiality and prejudices, They are ut- 
terly unfit for the reception of true wiſ- 
dom whoſe minds are oppreſſed with 
cares and ſolicitude for the things of this 
liſe, or are toſſed and agitated by diverſe 
luſts and paſhons; the fumes of theſe 
obnubilat and darken the minds of men 
that they cannot ſee and diſcern the 
truth: thoſe do ſo diſturb, diſcompoſe 
and unſcttle their minds that they cannot 
ſtedfaſtly view or conſider the things that 
are propoſed to them. It is the meek 
and ſuch as are of a calm ſpirit, whom 
the Lord will teach his ways. Pſ. xxv. 
9. Our Lord and Saviour Jeſus pro- 
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nounces them bleſſed, who are pure 
in heart and aſſures us that they ſhall ſee 
God. The heart of man muſt be purged 
and freed from impore luſts and tur- 
bulent paſſions, that it may be diſpoſed 
and adapted ſor ſeeing God. When the 
heart is ſet upon the world, and earthly 
things, and when men exceed in their 
love and regard for wealth and riches, 
or for eaſe and pleaſure, or eſteem and 
applauſe, or honour and preferment, 
they cannot duly attend unto what they 
read or hear concerning divine things, 
they cannot much mind it, they cannot 
duly conſider it, or underſtand it ſuffi- 
ciently, not fix it well in their mind, 
It muſt be a very ſuperficial knowledge 
of theſe things, which they can reach, by 
all that they read or hear of them : their 
inordinate love. for the things of this 
life puts them upon ſo many projects 
and deſigns, and does ſo fill their minds 
with thoughts and cares about theſe 
things, that there is no room left there · 
in tor true wiſdom. Anger, wrath, ma- 
lice, envy, immoderat grief and ſorrow 


and ſuch bitter and ſowr paſſions do 


+ 
— 


[ 130 1 
much diſcompoſe the mind, and quite 
indiſpoſe it or a riyht underſtanding of 
the preat things revealed to us in the 
goſpel. True wiidom will not enter 
where ſuch gueſts are harboured, nor 
will it take up its abode there. There 
are too many, who do utterly indiſpoſe I 
themſelves for advancing in true wiſ- 
dom and knowledge, and do much hin- 
der their own progreſs therein: they 
beſtow little care in ſubduing and mor- 
tifying their luſts, and in bridlmg their 
paſſions; theſe continue ſtrong and un- 
ruly, and hurry them hither and thither 
they are too indulgent to them, and do 
not much reſiſt then; but ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be driven by them, to plot and 
project how they may obtain what may 
gratify them, and to beſtow their care, 
thoughts and labour, in making provi- 
ſion for the fleſh, to fulfill its luſts; and 
thus they entangle themſelves with a 
multitude and variety of worldly buſts 
neſs and affairs; and their minds are 
almoſt continually diſtracted with anxi- 
ous thoughts and ſolicitude, about the 
Tucceſs of their endeavours in the pro- 
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ſecution of their contrivances, projects 
and deſigns. They read the Holy Serip- 
tures and other good books as they have 
occaſion, and they are careful enough 
to lay hold on the opportunities, which 
are offered to them for hearins Wiſe 
dom's words ; but the cares of this life, 
and the deceitſulneſs of riches, and the 
lu'ts of other things entering in, choke 
the word: theſe take the minds of men 
quite off from the ſerious conlideration 
of the words of true wiſdom, and from 
the regard which is due thereunto. It 
may be alſo of great uſe to all who defire 
to have this knowledge increaſed in 
them, to keep their minds free from pre- 
judice and partiality, and not to embark 
themſelves in any party: ſuch as enter 
themſelves into a partv, do too often, 
without ſufficient tryal, take up all the 
commonly received opinions of the par- 
ty to which they have adjoined them- 
ſelves, and then they graſp at what» 
ſoever they read or hear, which may 
contribute to confirm theſe their ſenti- 
ments; and are prejudiced againſt 
whatſoever can be ſaid by him who is 
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not of their way and party: they reje& 


as falſe and erroneous, whatſoever is 
difagreeable to the opinions of the par- 
ty: they become litigious and contenti- 
ous, they wrangle and debate for their 
tenets ; and while they contend earneſt- 
ly and fiercely for their peculiar opi- 
nions and ſentiments, they negle& 
much the ſtudy of thoſe things, which it 
concerns us molt to know, and thus a 
ſtop is put to their progreſs in know- 
ledge. 

It may on good and ſufficient 
grounds be affirmed, that good, plain, 
honeſt and well meaning men, to whom 
God hath given an ordinary capacity; 
and on whom he hath ſo diſpoſed, that 
their education hath not been quite ne- 
glected, if they be of an humble, meek, 
calm, peaceable, and t achable temper, 
may, by due diligence in the uſe of ſuch 
means as are proper for reaching this 
heavenly wiſdom, become great profi- 
cients therein, and may exceed many, 
who otherwiſe have. far greater advan- 
tages for obtaining it, even tho” thoſe 
do not quite negle it, 
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I come now to tell you, what ſeem 
to me to be the chief means we are to 
uſe for this effect, that we may obtain 
true wiſdom, and to grow and advance 
in it. | 

1. Suppoſing that due care and dili- 
gence in reading and hearing the word 
of God, we are often with due applica- 
tion of mind to conſider and meditate 
upon thoſe things which are propoſed 
to us therein, It is not enough to read 
and hear of God and heavenly things, 
we may continue to do ſo for a long 
time, and not be much the wiſer for it; 
It is not to be thought that we can 
make any conſiderable progreſs in this 
knowledge, unleſs we do often and ſeri- 
ouſly conſider and meditate on theſe 
things, which God hath revealed to us 
in his word, We muſt often for ſome 
ſpace of time withdraw ourſelves from 
all ſecular affairs, and from the compa» 
ny of others, that, recollecting our minds 
from all other thoughts and cares, and 
retiring ourſelves from the noiſe of bu- 
ſineſs and company, we may with great- 
er freedom attend unto and meditate 
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what God ſaith to us in his-word, 
We are to conlider and meditate upon 
1 thoſe things which God hath revealed to 
| us in the Holy Scriptures for making us 
truly wiſe, that we may more throughly 
underſtand them, and may lay them up 
in our hearts, and may feel the power 


$1 and efficacy thereof, and may reliſh 
19 them, and feed and nouriſh our ſouls: 
. thereby, and may be ſtrengthened and 
16 confirmed in the ways of God, and may 


grow up unto him in all things. It is 
thus that true wiſdom is to be attained ; 
6 if we neglect this means, we are not like 
to find it. Men may by other means 
obtain the wiſdom, that is falſly ſo cab 
il led, they may become knowing in the 
or affairs of the world, and become dex- 
trous in the management of their world- 
ly buſineſs, they may become learned in 
the knowledge of tongues and langua- 
ges, and of arts and ſciences; but all 
this is far from true wiſdom; it is only 
the word of God, which can make us 
truly wiſe, and wiſe unto ſalvation, If 
by any other means men might think to 


obtain ir, the ſtudy of the books and 
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writings of the ancient moraliſts might 
molt reaſonably pretend to it, There 
are, no doubt, many excellent rules pro- 
poſed in their books, for begetting in 
us a right temper of mind, and for di- 
recting us to order our converſation a- 
right; but theſe, tho? they were all laid 
together, would be found to be a very 
defetive and imperfe&t rule, and the 
good things which they propoſe, are 
mingled with bad and refuſe, and in 
theſe writings not a few things ſuggeſt- 
ed, which tend to the fomenting and 
ſtrengthening the corrupt inclinations of 
human nature, Therein alfo are con- 
tained ſeveral motives and arguments, 
by which we may be excited to the love 
of virtue and to the purſuit thereof, and 
may be confirmed in our reſolution to 
adhere thereunto, and may be moved to 
reſiſt our laſts and unruly paſſions and 
the corrupt inclinations of the fleſh, 
Therein are propoſed diverſe grounds 
of comfort for ſupporting and corrobo- 
rating the minds of men under the ma- 
ny troubles of this life, and for raihng 
them above the fears and diſquiet which 
M 2 
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the apprehenſion of future calamities and 
of the approach of death uſually begets 
in them, Among theſe there are many 

etty ſpeculations and ſuch as are very 
grateful to the fancy; but not a few of 
them are not ſo ſolid, and all of them 
are too weak for conquering the ſtub- 
borneſs of our corrupt nature, and ſo 
have not ſufficient efficacy for producing 
the effects, which were intended, and they 
could have little or no influence on any 
but ſuch as were of a more fine ſpirit, 
Herein the word and teſtimonies of God 
are much more valuable, that in them is 
delivered to us a perfect rule, wherein 
is no defect, neither is there a mixture 
of falſe rules, nor any thing tending to 
fomenting of our corrupt inclinations, 
The arguments and motives to a holy 
life propoſed therein, and theſe things 
which are repreſented to us for encou- 
raging and animating us to a ſtout, vi- 
gorous and conſtant reſiſtance of ſuch 
impreſſions, as the good and evil of the 
world may make upon us, and of our 
corrupt inclinations, and for rendering 
us careful in mortifying our luſts and 
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nordinate affections, and for moving ys 
o continue in well- doing, and to perſe- 
vere in a courſe of piety in fpite of all 
oppoſition, are of a higher nature and 
of a mighty force and efficacy. In the 
word of God all theſe things are pro- 
poſed in a manner ſuited to the capaci- 
ty of all ranks and degrees of men, 
ſo that the moſt ſimple may ſafficient- 
ly underſtand them. Pal. cxix. 130. 
the teſtimonies of God are able to 
make us wile unto ſalvation, and to ad 
vance us to the higheſt degrees of per- 
fection that we are capable of in this 
mortal life. It is from theſe alone that all 
true and right knowledge of thoſe truths, 
by which we may be ſanctified and ſa- 
ved, can be derived to us ; by theſe a- 
lone, Gad communicates true wiſdom 
to men, If we defire and intend to ad- 
vance our ſelves in the knowledge of 
God, we mult diligently ſtudy bis word : 
we muſt not think it enough to read 
and hear ſuperficially, but muſt ſe- 
rioully conſider and meditate on the 
things propoſed to us therein; we mult 
think on them and ponder them duly. 
M 3 
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Too many who ſeem to be very dili- 
gent in reading and hearing the word of 
God profit little thereby; ſince they 
ſuffer other thoughts and cares inſtantly 
to enter into their minds; and do not 
by due conſideration and meditation fink 
into their minds the things they read 
and hear repreſented unto them. It is 
not to be expected that men can make 
any great progreſs in this knowledge, 
unleſs that they do often with due appli- 
cation of mind, think on theſe things 
which are held forth to us in the holy 
ſcriptures. It is by this means alone, 
that men grow wiſe, and adyance in true 
wiſdom. Hear the Pſalmiſt telling us, 
how he arrived at ſuch a meaſure of true 
wiſdom. Pſal. cxix. 97. 98. 99, Thou 
© (faith he, addreſſing himſelf to God) 
© through thy commandments haſt made 
me wiſer than mine enemies, for they 
© are ever with me. I have more under- 
© ſtanding than all my teachers; for thy 
© teſtimonies are my meditation,” 
2. But we are not to think that by 
our own care, labour and induſtry we 
are able to penetrate ſufficiently into the 
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things which are contained in the Holy 
Scriptures, unleſs we pray to God, that 
he may become a teacher to us. All 
who would obtain true wiſdom mult 
look up to God for it, and muſt ſeek it 
from him, and fince it is a gift of fo 
great importance, and ſo neceſſary for 
us, it ſhould be ſought with the great- 
eſt earneſtneſs and importunity. We 
muſt pray earneſtly and feryently that 
we may be taught of God, and are to 
importune him, that our minds may be 
freed from prejudices and miſtakes and 
from errours and falſe opinions, and 
may be enlarged, and made more recep- 
tive of this knowledge. God is the 
father of lights, all true wiſdom is deri- 
ved from him. The inſpiration of the 
* Almighty,” as it is ſaid in the book of 
Job,“ giveth underſtanding.“ We muſt 
make our humble addreſs to him, that 
© he may give us an heart to know him, 
© and may put his law in our inward 
parts, and may write it in our hearts,” 
Jerem. xxxi. 33. If any of you 
(ſaith the apoſtle St. James) * lack wiſ- 
* dom, let him ask it of God, who giveth 
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c to all men liberally, and upbraideth not, 
and it mall be given him. Too many 
do much hinder and obſtruct their own 
progreſs in this knowledge, while pre- 
ſumiag on their parts and capacity, and 
truſting in the force of their own reaſon 
and underſtanding, they too much ne» 
gle to pray to God that he may teach 
and inſtruct them. If we deſign to have 
this moſt valuable and excellent knows 
ledge increaſed in our ſelves, we muſt 
have this ſenſe deeply ſunk in our minds, 
that it is much above us, and that we can 
never become great proſicients in it, uns 
till God enlarge and elevate our minds, 
and diſpoſe them for the right perception 
of divine things. We muſt be ſenſible 
how little our own endeavours, or the 
labours of other men can avail, for 
forming in us a right underſtanding of 
theſe things, unleſs we be taught by God 
himſelf. If we were very deſirous of this 
knowledge, and were ſufficiently ſeuſible 
how weak our minds are, and how un- 
capable of a right underſtanding of di- 
vine things; while our ſouls are ſhut up 
in this dark priſon (ſuch is this fleſh and 
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body to them) and are ſo much conyere 
ſant with groſs and material things, and 
are ſo much darkened and blinded with 
prejudices and falſe opinions, and ſo 
much byaſſed by corrupt luſts and inor- 
dinate appetites, and ſo filled with the 
image of corporeal and ſenſible things, 
we could not but find ourſelves power- 
fully moved and excited to pray to God, 
that he would be pleaſed to inſpire true 
wiſdom into our ſouls. If we take this 
courſe for obtaining it, without doubt 
our endeavour ſhall be ſucceſsful. De- 
yout prayer doth greatly diſpoſe the 
minds of men for a right perception of 
divine things; the ſoul being therein ab- 
ſtrated and withdrawn from this viſible 
world and all things therein, and forget» 
ting them in a manner, is much purifi- 
ed, elevated and fitted for partaking of 
the divine illumination. It is not to be 
thought that the gracious God will deny 
the grant of this knowledge, and of the 
increaſe of it, to ſincere ſouls, who ear- 
neſtly and importunately beg it from him. 
You have heard what is ſaid by the holy 
apoſtle S. James, 1. 5. If any man 
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© lack wiſdom, let him ask it of God and 
it ſhall be given him.“ This ſurely is e- 
nough for encouraging our endeavours 
in the purſuit of it. And elſe whereit is 
ſaid, © if thou cryeſt after knowledge and 
© lifteft up thy voice for underſtanding, 
if thou ſeekeſt her as ſilver and ſearch- 
© eft for her as for hid treaſures, then 
© ſhall thou nnderſiand the fear of the 
© Lord and find the knowledge of God: 
for the Lord giveth wiſdom.” We are 
not to expect that he will teach us with 
an audible voice, that is not his ordinary 
way and manner of teaching, but he doth 
in a ſecret and imperceptible manner 
powerfully infinuate wiſdom into the 
mind. Our dulneſs and incapacity can- 
not obſtruct the effect of his teaching; 
he makes even the ſimple wiſe, his in- 
ſtructions penetrat into the underſtand- 
ings of men; he impreſſes this know- 
ledge upon their minds and ſeals theit 
inſtruction, fo that a permanent light 
doth ſhine in them, in which they may 
at all times, ſee the way which they 


ſhould chufe and hold. May we not juſt- 


ly cry with Elihu? Job xxxvi. 22. 
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Who teaeheth like him! Thoſe who! 
by prayer and humble ſupplication ob- 
tain from God the ſpirit of wiſdom and 
revelation in the knowledge of him, and 
have the eyes of their underſtanding 
opened and illuminated by bim, tho? 
they be otherwiſe ſample and unlearned, 
know after another manner, the things 
which God hath revealed to make us wiſe 
unto ſalvation, than others can do. Such 
as are more acute and ingenious, eſpeci- 
ally if they be aſſiſted by the knowledge of 
the original languages, and of arts and 
ſciences, may by their induſtry and dili- 
cence in the ſearch of theſe things attain 
to ſome notion of, and may have variety 
of conceptions about them, and may be 
thereby fitted to diſcourſe copiouſly and 
elegantly concerning them; but they on- 
ly who are taught of God have a reliſhing 
and favoury perception of them, and a 
powerfulefficacious and operative know- 
ledge thereof. Fheſe whom he teaches, 
walk in the light which' he communica» 
teth to them, they adhere cloſely to his 
inſtructions, and cannot be prevailed 
upon to wander from his ways. I have 
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* not,” ſaith the Pſalmiſt, departed from 
© thy judgments, for thou haſt taught 
© me. | 

3. We are not only to pray to God 
for this knowledge and for the increaſe 
of it, but we are alſo to be very ſenſi- 
ble of the divine goodneſs whenſoever 
any meaſure of it is beſtowed upon us; 
we are to conſider it as a great favour 
done to us, and are to ackowledge him 
for it, and are to improve it for advan- 
cing us in the way to life and bleſſed- 
neſs, and for conforming ns to his holy 
nature and will, Many do much ob- 
ſtruct their own progreſs in this know- 
ledge, being unthankful for what they 
have already received and making no 
good improvement of it. The know- 
ledge which they have obtained puffeth 
them up with an high opinion and over- 
weening conceit of themſelves; or it is 
barren and unfruitful, and they become 
no wiſer or better for it: they either 
quite abuſe it, fomenting thereby their 
pride and vanity; or through the little 
regard they have for it, it becomes of 
little or no uſe and benefit to them. 
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There are too many who ſeldom reflect 
on what they know, they lay it aſide as 
an vſeleſs and an unprofitable thing; 
while their heart is too much ſet on their 
gain, or their eaſe, and pleaſure, and 
they are too earneſt in the proſecution 
of their worldly projects and deſigns, 
and entangle themſelves with too much 
bufn-ſs, and conform themſelves to the 
world, and comply with the corrupt 
courſes thereof, They do not much 
mind, or think upon theſe truths, which 
through the goodneſs of God have be- 
come known to them, and fo loſe the 
fruit and benefit thereof, which, being 
thus neglected by them, can have no in- 
fluence upon them, they do in a man- 
ner impriſon the truth and hold it in 
unrighteouſneſs, while, in ſpite of the 
light which is communicated to them, 
they continue to walk in darkneſs; and 
without regard thereunto go on in their 
own ways, and follow their own corrupt 
inclinations. Thele people who prove 
ſo unthankfal to God for that which they 
have received, and make fo bad uſe of it, 
cannot expect that God will beſtow far- 
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ther degrees of this knowledge on them. 
But ſuch as do thankfully acknowledge 
him for whatſoever meaſure of know - 
ledge they have obtained and are care- 
ful to improve it for advancing them- 
+ ſelves in all grace and vertue, do hearti · 
ly cheriſh and entertain the light, which 
God hath communicated to them, and do 
walk in it, may be aſſured that he will 
not fail to continue to be a teacher to 
them, and that he will bleſs them with 
further degrees of light and knowledge, 
See what is ſaid by our bleſſed Saviour to 
this purpoſe. *© He that hath' (ſaith he) 
that is, he who ſo hath, that he thus im · 
proves what he hath, * to him more ſhall 
© be given, Math, xiii, 12. and he ſhall 
have more abundance: * But he that hath 
© not,” that is, he who improves not well 
what he hath, but lives ſo and behaves 
as if he had it not, * from him ſhall be 
taken away even that which he hath; 
the ſtock of knowledge which was be- 
ſtowed upon him ſhall not grow and in- 
creaſe; but rather be diminiſhed and de- 
cay. And elſewhere he aſſures Joh. 7. 
17. and 8. 31. 32, and 14. 21. That 
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* they who do the will of God and obey 
* his commandments ſhall advance and 
grow in knowledge.” The holy Pſalmiſt 
informs us, that it was by behaving 
thus, that he attained to ſuch an emi- 
nent degree of knowledge. I, faith he in 
his addreſs to God Pſal. 119. 100, un- 
derſtand more than the antients? (who 
have had long time, and great experi- 
ence, and many advantages for learn 
ing) © becauſe I keep thy precepts.“ Let 
us be diligent and careful to improve 
that meaſure of light and knowl-dge, 
which we have r=ceived, in reforming 
our hearts and lives, and in doing the 
will of God: then there ſhall remain no 
ground for doubting whither he will be- 
ſtow 'a larger mesure of it upon us. 
Without doubt, we ſhall find, a conſei- 
entious care to pleaſe God, and to con- 
form our ſelves in all things to his will, 
and to avoid every thing dilagreeable 
thereunto, and a conſtant endeavour to 
promote our ſelves in trae holineſs and 
righteouſneſs, molt effectual means for 
obtaining the increaſe of this knowledge. 

I have hitherto, as I ſuppoſe, ſaid e- 
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nough to you, for repreſenting my 
thoughts concerning the obſtructions of 
our growth in this knowledge, and'of 
the encreaſe of it in us, and have told 
you what I think, we are to do, that we 
may obtain ſurther meaſures of it: I 
ſhall only add, that we are to continue 
our care in keeping ovuilelves duly diſ- 
poſed for receiving the encreaſ* of it, 
and our diligence in the uſe of theſe 
mezns which are requilite for that eſ- 
fect: tho' we were much advanced in 
it, and had obtained a far larger meaſure 
of it than many others, yet we are not 
to ſtop there, but are to continue our 
earneſt purſuit of the increaſe of it ſo 
long as we live, We cannot but be as 
much defective in our obedience to God, 
and conformity to his will, as we are in 
this knowledge. If we delire and deſign 
to grow in grace and to advance our 
ſelves in true holineſs and righteoul- 
neſs, we mult grow in knowledge. We 
are never to think that we know enough 
of God, and of the things he hath re- 
vealed to us, but are ſtill to follow on to 
know him, If we will read the 119 
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Pſalm, we ſhall there ſee, how great a 
proficient in this knowledge, that holy 
man was, who notwithſtanding conti- 
nues his care and diligence in the purſuit 
of further degrees of it. He ſaith in that 
Pſalm v. 98, 99, 100. of himſelf, © That 
* God through his commandments had 
made him wiſer than his enemies: and 
that he had more underſtanding than 
* all his teachers: and that he under- 
© ſtood more than the antients; yet 
doth he very often in that Pſalm, with 
great fervour and earneſtneſs, pray, that 
God would give him underſtanding and 
would teach him his ſtatutes : he often 
tells how careful he was in meditating 
on the laws and precepts of God. And 
declares how reſolute he was to obſerve 
and keep them, even to the end of his 
life. If we thus follow on to know God, 
we ſhall grow in knowledge, and the 
light which is in us ſhall ſhine more and 
more brightly until the perfect day. We 
ſhall (till become more receptive of the 
heavenly light and of divine illumination. 
The true light and a right underſtand- 
ing, when it is thankfully received, and 
N 3 
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well entertained, and duly improven by 
them, whom God hath favoured with the 
communications thereof, does greatly 
diſpoſe the mind for receiving further 
degrees of it. 
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n 
Written at firſt for the 


USE OF A YOUNG GENTLEMAN, 
And now publiſhed 
FOR THE BENEFIT OF ALL, 


T ſeems to me that a perſon who is 
ſick, and apprehenſive of the ap- 
proach of death, can do nothing more 
ht and proper for preparing for death, 
than to continue, ſo much as his circum- 
ſtances will allow, in theſe and the like 
exerciſes, | 
He is ſeriouſly to reflect on the by - 
paſt time of his life, and to review his ac- 
tions, and the temper of his mind there- 
in. He is to think how much he hath 
forgotten his maker and redeemer ; 
how little of his life and time he hath 
beſtowed in ſeeking God, in following. 
on to know him, in praying to him, 
and in acknowledging him; how neglis 
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gent he hath been in forming his life * 
actions, and the temper of his mind, by 
the rules preſcribed by God for our con- 
duct and direction. He is, ſo much as he 
can conſidering his circumſtances, to call 
to mind the fins and errors of his by- 
gone life; to conſider how barren and 
unfruitfell he hath been in the know- 
ledge of the Lord Jeſus, and how ſlen- 
der improvement he hath made of the 
ſpecial advantages and opportunities, 
which have been afforded him for doing 
and receiving good: how little he hath 
minded his condition here in the world, 
and how little he hath done in preparing 
for death and eternity; and how un- 
concerned he hath been for his future 
ſtate in the world to come, It will be fit 
that he think and conſider, how little he 
hath been affected with the wonderfull 
demonſtrations and diſcoveries of the 
love of God in Chriſt, and how little 
ſenſe he hath had thereof; how much 


he hath undervalued his love, and the 


great things which he hath promiſed to 
us in the goſpel, and how ſlothfull he 
hath been ia the purſuit thereof; how 


SM a co fo oa ac CIS En EE Ee 


— 153 J 

eaſily he hath been prevailed upon, to 
neglect what he ſhould have done and to 
do ſuch things as are diſallowed by God, 
and diſplealing to him: how, often he 
hath preferred his own will and pleaſure 
to the will of God; how often he hath 
broken and retracted his purpoſes, reſo- 
lutions, and vows to live more unto 
God, and relapſed into his former negli- 
gent and ſinfull courie of life; how often 
he hath grieved the holy ſpirit of God, 
and reſiſted him in his motions and ope- 
rations. He may allo conſider, how de- 
fective he hath been in all goodneſs, how 
weak his faith hath been, and of how 
little efficacy, his belief of the Chriſtian 
doctrine hath been for awakening in him 
a due care to pleaſe God, and to avoid 
every thing difpleaſing to him, and how 
little he hath been moved thereby to 
hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs, 
and to an earneſt purſuit of heavenly 
things: how defective he hath been in 
love to God and man, and how unduti- 
full be hath been to both; how little 
fear and reverence he hath had for God, 
and how defective he hath been in all 
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Chriſtian vertues. He is to reſſect on 
the enmity of his mind againſt God, and 
to think how much his ſoul hath been 
polluted by vain, fooliſh, impious, wan+ 
ton, and unclean thoughts; and by 
proud reflections on bimſelf, by corrupt 
propenſions, inclinations and affections 
to forbidden objects If one endowed 
with ſome meaſure of light and knows 
ledge, will ſeriouſly reflect on himſelf, 
his mind and conſcience will makea very 
fad diſcovery to him, and repreſent to 
him many particular inſtances of his 
great folly, finfulneis, and corruption; 
and charge him, when he is in the above- 
mentioned circumſtances, with many 
tranſgreſſions ; of which, formerly, he 
had little or no ſenſe, 

Being, by due reflections, ſenſible 
how vile and finfull he is, he ſhould 
humble himſelf before God, and confeſs 
his fins to him, with ſhame ſorrow and 
diſpleaſure againſt himſelf; he ſhould 
loath and condemn himſelf, and ſhould 
judge and condemn himfelf; and froma 
due ſenſe of his many and great tranſ- 
greſſions, acknowledge, that he deſerves 
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do favour from God; but that ſhame 
and confuſion belong to him, The grief 
and ſorrowhe is to cheriſh in bimſelf for 
his ſins and defects, conſidering the (tate 
and condition of his body, is not a paſ- 

ſionate ſorrow, venting it ſelf in tears, 
and crying, or other vehement expreſſi- 
ons; ſucha grief might prove hurtful to 
him, and encreaſe his diſeaſe, but a calm 
and quiet, tho? deep, diſpleaſure againſt 
himſelf, and abhorrence of himſelf. He is 
to continue a humble ſupplicant for mer» 
cy and pardon for the fake of ſeſus, 
who died for this end, that he might 
bring vs to God; and might obtain 
pardon and peace, and eternal life and 
bleſſedneſs for us. He ſhould, conſider» 
ing how ſinfull and criminal he hath 
been, reſolve, that from henceforth, ſo 
long as he lives, he ſhall live unto God, 
and is by ſolemn vow and promiſe to de- 
vote himſelf to him, and ſhould inſtant» 
ly, with due care, apply himſelf to bring 
forth fruits meet for repentance. In the 
circumſtances in which he is, the beſt 
and cleareſt proot he can give of the 
truth and ſincerity of his repentance, is 
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a humble, meek, and patient temper of 
mind, and a due ſubmiſſion to the will of 
God, and a kindly acceptance of the pre- 
ſent correction and chaſtiſement from 
him. And indeed, al! who would behave 
as hecomes true penitents, ſhould kifs 
the rod, and welcome it, tho' they ſmart 
ſeverely by it, and it be very uneaſy and 
painful to their fleſhly nature; they 
ſhould be moved, and will be prompted, 
by the ſenſe they have of their many and 
grievous tranſgreſſions, to reſign them- 
ſelves to his will, and to accept of the 
puniſhment of their iniquities, and 
to take in good part, to he ſeverely 
ſcourged by their offended ſather. All, 
who would behave as true penitents, are, 
under the ſharpeſt ſufferings which they 
endure, to be ſenſible of his indulgence, 
and to yield up themſelves to him, to be 
diſpoſed on by him at his pleaſure; and 
are to be willing that he treat them, and 
order their affliction, pain, and ſickneſs, 
as to the degree and continuance thereof, 
as ſeems good to him: they are to refer 
themſelves to him, to be diſpoſed on as 
he will, He ſhould carefully avoid all 


. 
fretting diſpleaſure and diſcontent, and 
ſhould acquieſce in the good and holy 
will of God, and ſhould commit him- 
ſelf to his infinite mercy in Chriſt Jeſus ; 
and in ſo doing ſhould hope and wait 
for it. 

Such a perſon, that he may encourage 
himſelf to continue in the exerciſe of re- 
pentance, and in making his humble ad- 
dreſs to God for mercy and pardon, and 
that his mind may be freed from all per- 
plexing doubts and fears, is to repreſent 
to himſelf, and to conſider the infinite 
and boundleſs love and compaſſion of 
God, the merits, and the interceſſion of 
Chriſt in behalf of all who truly repent, 
the gracious call and invitation of all to 
come to him, and the aſſurances given 
to us in his gracious covenant of pardon 
and of eternal life, He is to aſſure him- 
ſelf, that God who cannot lye, hath pro- 
miſed pardon of fin, and everlaſting 
bleſſedneſs to all who truly repent, upon 
the account of the death and ſufferings 
of Chriſt, and of his interceſſion, what - 
ſoever they have been, and how many 
and grievous ſoever their ſins have been, 

O 
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He ſhould be careful not to entertain 
groundleſs doubts and fears, and ſhould 
look on all ſuch as very hurtful to him, 
and as tending to diſcompoſe him, and 
to diſcourage and indiſpoſe him for 
theſe | exerciſes which God calls for 
from him in his preſent circumſtances 
and ſhould confirm his mind againſt 
them, and ſhould carefully endeavour to 
maintain in himſelf a ſtrong hope of 
obtianing pardon and bleſſedneſs, found- 
ed on the infinite mercy and goodneſs of 
God, the merits and interceſſion of our 
bleſſed Saviour, and the many and preat 
aſſurances which God hath given us of 
his immutable purpoſe to beſtow grace 
and glory for the ſake of Jeſus, upon all 
who truly repent and turn to him: he 
ſhould fix his mind on theſe ſure 
grounds of hope, and ſhould ſtir up 
himſelf to hope in God: he ſhould ſet 
before his eyes our crucified Saviour, 
and repreſent to himſelf the deep humi- 
liation of the ſon of God; the many ſor- 
rows and ſufferings which he did under- 
go; that he may thereby perceive the 
wonderfull kindneſs he bears to men, 
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2nd how deſirous he is to reſcue them from 
their ſinfull and wretched ſtate, which he 
may ſee alſo in all the paſſages of his life 
on earth, recorded in the goſpel. He 
may very ſafely conclude, that ſince God 
expreſſes ſo much goodneſs, and is ſa 
patient and long-ſuffering towards im- 
penitent ſinners, and waits often long to 
be gracious unto them, whereof he him» 
ſelf, no doubt, hath had abundant 
proof, he will much more welcome all 
who truly repent and turn to him. 

It ſeems very fit and proper for one 
who looks on himſelf as being ſhortly to 
die, and to leave the world, to bleſs God 
for the creation and preſervation of the 
world, and for the redemption of man- 
kind by the Lord Jeſus, and to pray that 
the goſpel may be conveyed to all the 
nations of the earth, and that his church 
may flouriſh throughout all ages, and 
that the power and life of religion, which 
is every where ſo much decayed, may be 
revived, Heis to pray that the kingdom 
of God may come, and that God may be 
more univerſally known and acknow- 
ledged, feared and obeyed among men. 
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He is to teſtify his unfeigned love to all 
men, to forgive all who have in any 
manner wronged him, and is to be well 
affected towards all, and to pray for the 
good and welfare of thoſe whom he 
leaves behind him in this wretched and 
ſinfull world. It will be fit alſo that he 
look back on the whole courſe of his life, 
and that he call to mind, ſo much as he 
can, the innumerable effects of the boun- 
ty, goodneſs, love, mercy, patience, and 
long-ſuffering of God towards him; and 
that with due gratitude he acknowledge 
him for theſe, and bleſs his name, He 
ſhould conſider both the more common, 
and the ſpecial effects thereof He ſhould 
acknowledge him, and bleſs him who 
gave him a being, and by his merciful 
care and providence hath preſerved him 
from ſo many dangers, hath prolonged 
his life hitherto, hath provided all things 
neceſſary and convenient for him, hath 
afforded him ſuch ſpecial opportunities 
for advancing himſelf in true wiſdom, 
and favoured him with ſuch proper 
means for that effect. He is to be ſen- 
ſible of the divine goodneſs in providing 
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him with faithfull inſtructors, and in ſo 
diſpoſing of him, that a great deal of 
care hath been beſtowed on his educati- 
on. He is with due thankfulneſs to bleſs 
God, who hath ſo diſpoſed of him, that 
he was born inan age and place in which 
the goſpel was preached, and that he 
was ſo early admitted a member of the 
church by baptiſm; that he hath from 
his childhood heard the joyful ſound, 
and been called to the participation of 
life and bleſſedneſs through Jeſus Chriſt. 
He is to ble's God who hath been ſo pa- 
tient towards him, and hath waited to 
be gracious unto him. He is to thank 
God for the light and knowledge he hath 
communicated unto him; for the right 
ſenſe of things which hath been impart- 
ed to him; for any pious motions and 
ſuggeſtions which have been inſpired in- 
to him; for the purpoſes and reſolutions 
to live a holy life, which have been 
formed in him; and for all the ſpecial ef- 
feAs of the power and goodneſs of God, 

which he hath at any time found in him- 
ſelf : ſince he is to hope that he ſhall be 
ſhortly there where God is continually 
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praiſed, he is to begin to act that part 


here, and to endeavour to praiſe him ac» 
cording to his excellent greatneſs and 
goodneſs. 

That he may more willingly, and 
even gladly leave this preſent world, 
and take his farewell of it for ever, if it 
ſhall pleaſe God by the preſent diſeaſe, 
to remove him out of it, he is to repreſent 
to himſelf, that all things here are vani- 
ty and vexation of ſpirit, and that in the 
world to come, there are ſolid and ſub - 
ſtantial good things, the poſſeſſion 
whereof ſhall afford everlaſting peace, 
Joy, and ſatisfaction. He is to conſider 


how much that everlaſtingly holy and 


happy life is preferable to this frail, mor. 
tal wretched and ſinful life, It may be 
very uſeful for looſing his heart from 
this world, and for begeiting in him a 
mean eſteem for this preſent life, by fre- 
quent and ſerious conſideration to fink 
deeply into his mind, a great ſenſe of 
the little real worth and goodneſs that 
is in any thing here, and that all the 
moſt valuable things in this world, a- 
mount to very little, and that this ſinful 
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and vain life, which is but as a ſhadow, 
is very little to be valued. He is to 
conſider in what a fad ſtate we are du- 
ring this preſent life, how ſhort it is, 
tho' extended to the utmoſt length, and 
how full of trouble ; how great the dark- 
neſs of our minds is, how little we know 
or can know of God, and divine things, 
what a multitude of vain, fooliſh, imper- 
tinent, impure and impious thoughts do 
haunt us, and of corrupt propenfions, 
inclinations, and ſinful affections; how 
violently we are hurried hither and thi- 
ther by divers luſts and paſſions ; how 
much we are expoſed to innumerable 
temptations ; and how lender our attain- 
ments are of theſe things which are tru- 
ly valuable; how defective we are ill 
in all goodneſs, while we are in the body, 
and abſent from the Lord; he will be 
the better diſpoſed for taking his fare» 
well of all things under the ſun, if he 
raiſe his mind to that now inviſible 
world, and conſider that bleſſed ſtate, 
wherein he ſhall ſubſiſt for ever, and be 
unchangeably holy and happy. There 
he ſhall ſee God, and ſeeing him, ſhall be 
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like him, and have his image indelibly 
impreſſed upon him. In that (tate, he 
ſhall be perfected in wiſdom and holi- 
neſs: there the love of God ſhall be per- 
feed in him, and he ſhall join with the 
angels and faints, in adoring, bleſſing, 
and praiſing the divine majeſty, There 
he ſhall find better company than he 
leaves behind him here below : there, 
being freed from fin and mortality, he 
ſhall be like the angels of God in heaven, 
There he ſhall ſmart no more under any 
of the doleful conſequences of fin. God 
will no more hide his face, or frown up- 
on him: all tears ſhall be wiped from 
his eyes: there ſhall be nothing there to 
grieve or vex him: there is no diſeaſe ; 
there the inhabitant ſhall not ſay, I am 
fick : there is no fear of loſing that hap- 
py ſtate: none who enter thither, ſnail 
remove thence, 

He is to apply himſelf to theſe or the 
like exerciſes, ſo long as it ſhall pleaſe 
God to prolong his life: but, conſider- 
ing his diſeaſe and frailty, he is not to 
continue long in them, or any of them, 
at a time; but, intermitting them, he is 


| 1 
frequently to return to them again. He is 
always to perform them without paſſion, 
and with a quiet mind, avoiding crying, 
and long or much ſpeaking, which may 


over · weary and weaken him, and increaſe 


his diſeaſe. I doubt not but God him- 
ſelf will be a guide and monitor to him; 
and ſhall ſo direct him, that, if it be his 
will to remove him by this ſickneſs, out 
of this mortal life, he ſhall ſafely arrive 
at that bleſſed place, for which all de- 
vout ſouls groan within themſelves, 
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HE moſt aniverfal and moſt funda« 
mental miltake in Chriſtendom, and 
from whence all the corruption of the 
church began, and is ſtill continued and 
increaſed, is, that conceited eſtimation 
of orthodox opinions, and external ce- 
remonies, before the indiſpenſible prac- 
tice of the precepts of Chriſt, and a 
faithful endeavour to attain to due de- 
grees of the real renovation of our mind, 
our inward man, into true and liv* 
ing righteouſneſs and holineſs : inſtead 
whereof there is generally ſubſtituted cu- 
Tiolity of opinion in points inſcrutable 
and unprofitable, obtruſion of ceremo- 
nies, innumerable, cumberſome, and 
not only needleſs, but much unbecom- 
ing the modeſty of the ſpouſe of Chrilt, 
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